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or is the fifth of a series reporting the results of a resurvey of villages and households carried out
n three districts of West Bengal—Bardhaman, Birbhum and Purulia—that had been covered in the

Jth and 28th rounds of the NSS during 1972-74. The findings reported in the earlier papers covered several aspects
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IN our earlier communications (vide
wierences at the end), we have reported the
sults of a resurvey of villages and house-
bolds carried out in 1985-86 in rural areas of
hree districts of West Bengal —Bardhaman,
grphum and Purulia—that had been
<vered in the 27th and 28th rounds of the
\§$ during 1972-74. Our findings reported
in the earlier communications cover several
wpects of level of living—private consump-
tion, social consumption, housing condi-
tions and stocks of consumer durables. In
the present communication we present a
summary of people’s responses to questions
on their own perceptions of changes in
different dimensions of level of living.
Broadly speaking, people’s perceptions are
i agreement with the facts elicited from
them through interviews during the NSS
quines and during the resurvey. There are,
towever, differences in details.

THE SURVEY DESIGN

 Deuails of the survey design were presented
the first two communications. One com-
ponent of the resurvey was a resurvey of
hl’lls;holds covered for the NSS 27th round
9quiry on consumer expenditure. This
‘itred 67 villages and 790 households and
med at collecting data on current levels of
Z:alcconsumplioq. The other component
- aresurvey of villages and households
eted for lhg NSS 28th round enquiry on
md”‘]‘;létt?nduions. This covered 72 villages
ey ouseholds. Data were collected on
rouuhuc(u_ml facilities in these villages
tdil a village schedule. The household
., c_canvasse_d in this part of the
'(i?; included information @n housing
" n;omcludmg dnnking_waler facilities
s ra‘ a slud_y of inter-temporal
: !dal‘a : $0 contained blocks for recor-
af of CIOnhsltocks of consumer durables
thangeg lhc[ 'ng and footwear and on
of Years, T¢in during a specified number
A
khtdﬁlcha[:‘:as adt_ied to the househotd
* lesuryey r;:SCd“m each component of
‘WCepuo collecting information on
e, s of the sample households
hanges in their level

W s 1eBarding ¢
;’%ding thrlng the period of len years

€ resurvey. Questions were asked

separately for each of ten aspects or dimen-
sions of level of living (vide Table 1). For
each question again, the informant (usually
the head of the household) was asked to state
his or her perception of changes in living
standards (i) of his or her household and (i)
also separately, of the general population of
the village. The 1wo sets of responses, (i) and
(i), are summarised here. This is done
separately for the NSS 27th round house-
holds and the NSS 28th round households.
The resulis for these two sets of households
naturally differ to some extent because of
sampling error. It is also possible that the
responses were affected by the programmes
of collecting factual data on different aspects
of level of living and these programmes, as
noted above, were different for the two sets
of households.

PERCEPTIONS OF CHANGE

Table | presents a summary of the percep-
tions of sample respondents. To save space,
we refrain from reporting the percentages of
respondents whose responses were ‘no change’
or ‘no opinion’. The percentages for ‘rise’
and ‘fall’ do not naturally add upto 100.

As could be expected from our carlier
results, especially those on social consump-
tion, the responses were posilive as regards
facilities for drinking water, medical care,

ple’s level of living—private consumption, social consumption, housing conditions and stocks of con-
bles. The present paper presents a summary of the people’s responses to questions on their own percep-
changes in different dimensions of their level of living.

education, ‘roads and transport™ and ‘recrea-
tion and culture’. Typically, 60 to 80 per cent
ol the households had felt that their living
standards had gone up during the last 10
years in regard to each of these aspects of
level of living. Against this, less than 10 per
cent of the households reported perception
of deterioration for most ol these aspects;
however, for drinking water this percentage
was 19 from the resurvey of NSS 27th round
households. At the lowest end of the list, are
sightseeing and pilgrimage and sanitation/
drainage, especially the latwer. Few house-
holds had perceived either rise or fall in
living standards in these respects; the ovef-
whelming majority of responses were ‘no
change' or ‘no opinion’.

Aspects numbered | to 3 (i e, food con-
sumption, clothing and footwear consump-
tion and consumption of durables) in Table 1
seem (o occupy an intermediate position.
About 50 1o 60 per cent of the households
felt that their living standards had gone up
while about 20 to 25 per cent of them per-
ceived some lowering of standards in respect
of domestic consumption of food and ol
clothing and footwear and also the stocks
of consumer durables in the household.

The overall perception of improvement in
food consumption is somewhat in variance
with the relative stagnation in food con-
sumption reported in the first communica-

TABLE 1: PERCENTAGE OF SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS REPORTING RISE OR FALL 1N LEVEL OF LIVING
DURING THE LAST TEN YEARS IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ON THEIR OWN PERCEPTIONS OF CHANGES

Aspect Resurvey of Domestic Resurvey of Housing
Consumption (790 Hhs) Conditions, etc (1153 Hhs)
Own Hh General Own Hh General
Population Population
Rise Fall Rise Fall Rise Fall Rise Fall
[0} @ @ @ & © O & 9
(1) Food consumption 65 21 85 2 50 29 69 4
(2) Clothing and footwear
consumption 62 19 85 1 48 25 70 3
(3) Consumpiion of durables 54 22 79 08 40 22 42 3
(4) Drinking water facilities n 19 73 19 81 7 84 6
(5) Saniiation/drainage | 0.6 3 0.9 6 0.2 14 0.2
(6) Medical care facililies 59 7 60 7 60 4 60 4
(7) Educational facilities 68 0 76 05 60 04 /ﬁ\ 2
(8) Roads and transport facililies 72 8 72 8 70 0s 72 1
(9) Recreational/culjural facilities 49 2 68 2 44 06 63 0.6
(10) Sightsecing/pilgrimage facilities 12 0 17 0 8 o1 17 0
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tion of this series based on quantitative data
on food consumption collectred in NSS 27th
round and in the resurvey. This discrepancy
is being examined carefully. In all other
respects, the data on perceptions are in broad
agreement with the quantitative data on con-
sumption, stocks of consumer durables,
infrastructural facilities, etc.

It is interesting to compare the respon-
dents' perceptions relating to their own
households and to the general population in
the village. For items of social consumption,
like drinking water, medical care, roads/
transport, and sanitation/drainage, the
percentage distribution of responses is nearly
the same for ‘own household” and for
‘general population’. This is presumably
because the access to these facilities is
relatively equal for different sections of the
rural population. The improvements secm
to have been slightly greater for the general

TABLE 2: PERCENTAGE OF SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS OFFERING DIFFERENT REASONS (EXPLANATIONS) FOR PERCEIVED RisE or

population than for the sample households
in respect of education and for recreation/
culture probably becausc the poorest house-
holds might have failed to utilise the facilities
that had been created during the ten-year
period. For food consumption, consumption
of clothing and footwear and consumption
of durables, the difference was quite clear—
about 20 per cent of the households felt that
while their own living standards had not
gone up, others in the village had prospered
during the ten-year period under reference.

REASONS FOR CHANGES

Each informant was requested to state
why he felt that his living standard or that
of the general population had changed for
the better or worse. Various explanations
were offered. These were naturally different
for the ten aspects listed in Table 1. A brief
summary of these reasons is presented in

LIVING DURING THE LAST TEN YEARS

where the response was 'n

Table 2. This table has 10 parts of sub.
one for each aspect of level of lil:' e,
eaf:h aspect, the reasons given hﬂl\? beer
suitably grouped for considerationg ofc

No reasons were offered in manyS::S

0 ¢

opinion’. On !he other hand, I::I:cglt;:’ .
reason was given in a few cases, Th\ln e
total of the percentages for differen e
of reasons may be above or below “lxy)pcs

For food consumption, consumption
clothing and footwear and stocks of con
sumer durables, the main reasop f°'c?n.
provement or worsening was the ptrttik‘m(i
rise or fall in real income. The improvem .
in the supply of drinking water wag mai:\rl“
ascribed to additional tubewells ang wclly
especially the former. In a good numbe, ‘:f
cases, however, wells and tubewells had gone
out of use. Very little had happened in the
sphere of sanitation and drainage facilities.

FALL N Levgy of

Reasons Resurvey of Resurvey of Housing Reasons Resurvey of Resurvey of Housing
Domestic Con- Condition, etc Domestic Con- Condition seic
sumption (790 Hhs) (1153 Hhs) sumption (790 Hhs) (1153 Hhs)
Own Hh General Own Hh General Own Hh General Own Hh  General
Population Population Population Population
n @ 3) (4 5 m 2 & @ )
(1) Domestic consumption of food (3) -do- reduced 7 7 4 )
(1) Rise in (real) income 74 97 50 77 (4) Other reasons 2 2 3 3
(2) Fall in (real) income 21 1 27 4 (5) No opinion/no response 29 29 31 3
(3) Other reasons 12 0.3 n 2
(4) No opinion/no response 8 9 14 20 (7) Facilities of education
(2) Domestic consumption of clothing and footwear U} Pr:imal:yrschool nearer 28 3 L) 2
(1) Rise in (real) income 71 82 46 73 ! an belore . 3 !
(2) Fall in (real) income 19 1 2% 4 (@ Middle/UP/high school
(3) Other reasons 18 6 1 2, hearer than before z y 2 *
(4) No opinion/no response 12 1 19 21 ® :lelagrhcrsc(:::‘l/:ce(:':)l:ge 4 s 6 6
o ‘(3) Stocks of consumer durables (4) Pre-existing institution
(1) Rise in (real) income 64 94 43 68 strengthened 12 14 10 3
(2) Fall in (real) income 24 1 23 3 (5) -do- weakened 2 3 2 2
(3) Other reasons 15 3 8 2 (6) No opinion/no response 26 20 . 3 2
(4) No opinion/no response 13 13 23 25 iliti
(4) Facilities of drinking water o (8) Roads and transport facilities 2
(1) Additional wells/ tube ) oads built/improved P o a 42
: - (2) No of buses increased 40 40 4
wells dug/sunk 53 58 66 69 (3) Railway facilities
2) Tag water arranged 7 9 4 4 i d ! 2 6 §
(3) Existing wells/tubewells @) IOmn’fe(;vrecason (f o :
repaired/renovated 1 | 2 2 dclerioralion)s OY 13 15 02 02
(4) Some wells/tubewells gone )N inion/| 15 2 »
out 9{ use or become ) No opinion/no response 15 .
dry in off-seasons 1 10 7 2 (9) Recreation and cultural facilities
(5) No opinion/no response 6 4 s 4 (1) Library set up/improved 16 17 15 "
(5) Sanitation and drainage arran (2) More private/commu-
gements i i @
(1) New public latrines @) %lge:::lﬁius a 38 .
e nearer
constructed 0.5 3 2 9 than before s 4 3 ’
) Househo!d latrine con- (4) More frequent jatra
o :\:’uc‘gd/.'mpm""d 0.2 0 0 0.2: perrormz?\ces g 4 6 9 ”
ew drai -
consuum;‘;st o . R (5) Other reasons (for 03 0.3
(4) Old drainage constructed 0.4 0.4 2 % (6 ;fm"m-"m}) : 2; 33’ 2
(5) No opinion/no response 75 73 70 6i ) No opinion/no response 37
PYTN . . Sl , elc
(6) Facilities of medical care - (10) lf'ac:llllex Jor sightseeing, pilgrimage 5
h Hospital/PHC neazer Elz)) g ((:::1? income 4 . 0. 0
than before
@) Staff of pre-existing 17 17 21 22 3) :mprlclsyed facilities for R 3 2 5
institoti ravelling h
Institution strengthened 26 27 22 22 (4) No opinion/no response 69 70 6 e
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i ical facilities had come
!"'pmleelry“;cI:aTscfncw medical care insti-
b‘?m p;;md peen set up nearer and partly.
wiions the number of doctors, nurses, etc,
suse re-existing institutions had been

h°£ The improvement of cducatio_nal
it ies .had come through the establish-
r’C“f“or new institdtions (mainly primary
m‘n},igh schools) being set up nearer than
?m Improvements in ro:{ds and mmsp?n
?'ﬂcs had occurred mainly through in-
ol s in the number of buses plying, Con-
ﬁ;on of new roads, improvements of pre-

in !

isting r0ads and of nearest railway faci--
ol

Gisg had also contributed in go_o_d_ many
wieé Recreational and cultural facilities had

anded markedly through increase in the
o ber of radios—private or community
'”“,m(d_:,n the village. Setting up and
::ngmening of libraries and more frequent

2 performances were also cited as impor-.

gt factors. Changes ?n facilities for tours
o sightseeing, etc, did not seem to have
'ﬂdtany marked impressions; most of the
pspondents did not offer any reason for the
anges 1N this respect. lIncreased r_eal
yeome and improved facilities for travelling

were mentioned in a small proportion of
cases. .
[l‘he authors are grateful to the authorities of
the NSS organisation, government of India, for
supplying them necessary information includ-
ing household lists and filled up.schedules of
NSS 27th and 28th round enquiries on con-
sumer expenditure and housing conditions,
respectively.]
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