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An Abstpract of the Report on the Census of
Traffic taken on New Howrah Bridge.

At the suggestion of two road authorities
from U.o.A., the War Transport Department of
Sovernment of India requested the Indian Statig-
tical Institute to carry on a survey to gather
information which codld throw light on technical
quections concarming the road approaches to and

from Cal cut.ta through the- New Howrah Bridge which

! is over 2030 ft. in lengtn and 101 ft. in breadth

The survey was made in May 1946 and lasted for a
fortnight. It was designed to study movementsof
wheeled traffic of all varieties as well as predes-
trians and of animals. The origing and destination
of the principal types of such traffic in so far
as such information could be ascertained without
interruption to traffic was also recorded.

Over 400 persons mostly college students,

e
were engagedpy They womked in three shifts of eight
hours each. Two counting stetions were set up at
each end of the bridge each to enumerate traffic
moving in a particular direction. Thus both out-
geigg going and incoming t:&m% wmuﬁh“ﬂwj
twice at two ends of the bridge, to ensure accuracx
Each investigator at a counting station is required
to ’mdmor a particular type of traffic only.
In case of pedestrians whenever individual counting
was impossible, it was based on estimations in
multipl@sof 50.

It is found out that about 26,000 vehioles of
différent types use the bridge daily, which implies
an annual volume of nearly 10 million vehitles.
This traffic is divided in nearly equdl proportions
moving in wxk either direction. More than 50% of
the vehicles are driven by petrol or electricity)

about 37 are drawn by human agencies and the rest
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are by animals. Nearly t-ws—t-heu-ad-s-Aof the vehicles

are mainly for the transport of passengers and the
rest are mainly for transport of goods. Abeut 1000
‘buges and 800 trams are observed to ply daily betweer
between Calcutta and Hewrah railway station, in
addi'tion to 4500 vehicles of other types. About 7,500
vehicles dally proceed beyond o:r come froa placeg
beyond the Howrah railway station. Most of this
traffic appeard however to terminate at the imdustriel
areas of Sibpur, Howrah, Eelur and Lilooah. Nearly one
lakh of pedestriang use the bridge daily, and about
1)500 &nimals are found daily either strayifg in or
led on the bridge.

The total daily traSfic load on the bridge is
estimated at 100,000 tons. During the/lmrof the
maximum traffic @ensity, as many as 124 vehicles es-
timated to weigh about 200 tons are found to be on
the bridge at a single instant.

Condidered by deys of the week x ak it wes w
observed that traffic on Sundayf wae the lowest having
about 72% of the average days traffic. On the other
days, it varry‘ from 1024 to 109% of the average.
The total traffic on the bridge exhibited two peak
hours at 11 a.m. to l2v#wvms and 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.::ach
period the traffic amounting tao about 8% of the day's
entire twaffic. It is found to be very low from mid-

o Thns pow
night to dawn, hourly average of the trafficAbeing xk
about 0.5% of the total traffic of 24 hours.
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