Director’s Report
It is my proud privilege and pleasure to present the annual report of the Institute for the year 2007-08, which happens to be the third one after I assumed the post of the Director of the Institute on August 1, 2005. The Institute has its headquarters in Kolkata and two other centers at Delhi and Bangalore besides a branch at Giridih and a network of service units under the Statistical Quality Control and Operations Research Division across the major cities in the country like Chennai, Mumbai, Hyderabad, Pune, Vadodara and Coimbatore.

True to the tradition of the Institute, a number of prestigious awards and honors have been received by some of our scientists in the last year for significant contributions in their respective fields. I mention a few of them: Prof. Raja Ram Bhat of the Stat-Math Unit of the Bangalore Center has been awarded the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize in Mathematical Sciences from the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, Government of India and Prof. Bimal Roy of the Applied Statistics Unit has received the NASI-Reliance Industries Platinum Jubilee Award from the National Academy of Sciences, India while Prof. Bhabatosh Chanda of Electronics and Communication Sciences Unit has received the IETE-Ram Lal Wadhwa Gold Medal from the Institute of Electronics and Telecommunication Engineers, India. Prof. CA Murthy of Machine Intelligence Unit and Prof. Probal Chaudhuri of the Stat-Math Unit of Kolkata have been elected Fellows of the National Academy of Sciences, India (FNASc), while Dr. Joydev Chattopadhyay of the Agricultural and Ecological Research Unit has been elected a Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences (FASc). Prof. Rajendra Bhatia of the Stat-Math Unit of the Delhi Center has been appointed as a Distinguished Scientist of the Institute, following the approval of our Nodal Ministry, for his pioneering contributions in Functional Analysis. Among the young colleagues, Dr. Sanghamitra Bandyopadhyay of Machine Intelligence Unit has received the prestigious Swarnajayanthi Fellowship of the Government of India in Engineering Sciences and Dr. Debashis Goswami of the Stat-Math Unit of Kolkata has been awarded the BM Birla Science Award for Mathematical Sciences. The Institute is proud of their achievements.  
The Institute is renowned not just for the high quality of research conducted by its faculty, but also for a number of academic courses that are at par with the best in the world. These courses are updated from time to time to cater to the needs of the students and the nation. In tune with this, a new specialization in the M. Stat program, called M. Stat: Applications, has been introduced in Delhi Center from the previous year to enrich the program. A Master degree program in Library and Information Science will commence at the Bangalore Center from this year. These will widen the opportunities available to the graduating students for joining industry and other job markets, as well as for pursuing higher studies.  
There are about 100 externally (both national and international, Government and Private) funded projects of various kinds being carried out in the Institute. Many of them have strong research components; some involve consulting and are income-generating in nature, while others involve sample surveys. Notable among the new projects in terms of subject area and research component is the one funded by DBT titled “Development of Agro-Entomotoxic Nanoparticles and their use in Medical Science: Applied and Basic Aspects”. A part of this project will be conducted at the Giridih branch of the Institute.
Sankhya, the Indian Journal of Statistics, is continuing with its glorious tradition of publishing quality papers in Statistics. From 2008, Sankhya is going back to its old two-series format. While Series A covers mathematical statistics and probability, Series B concentrates on applied and interdisciplinary statistics covering different emerging disciplines of science and technology.  In this context, the Institute takes this opportunity to thank Prof. Pranab.K. Sen, the Editor in Chief, and the Editors, Technical Editors and Co-Editors of both Series A and B, and the Members of the Search Committee for the Editors for their extensive support in bringing out the publications. 
The year-long Platinum Jubilee Celebrations of the Institute came to a formal conclusion on January 25, 2008 with a solemn function held in the Geology auditorium of the Institute in Kolkata. The function was presided over by Prof. MGK Menon, in the august presence of Prof. CR Rao, Eberly Professor Emeritus of Statistics, Pennsylvania State University, Prof. Michael Brown, University of Maryland and Prof. Vijay Nair, University of Michigan. It may be mentioned here that the celebrations were launched at a glorious inaugural function on December 24, 2006 by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Dr. Manmohan Singh, in the presence of several dignitaries.
Some of the significant events, during the celebration, which deserve special mention include: conferring the honorary D.Sc. degree to our Prime Minister for his outstanding contributions as a leader in economics and national planning; declaration of 29th June as “Statistics Day” by the Government of India to commemorate the birthday of Prof. PC Mahalanobis nationally; a comprehensive academic programme involving several distinguished scientists, including Nobel laureate, Abel prize winner, Fellows of Royal Society, and Fellows of other Academies & Societies from across the globe; publication of books; instituting Chairs and Fellows; organizing quizzes for students; and development of infrastructure. In this context the Institute acknowledges the special grant that was received from its administrative ministry for celebrating the Platinum Jubilee in a befitting manner.  

I believe, the participants have benefited greatly from the deliberations of the academic meetings, and these events served as wonderful platforms to explore the possibilities of collaborative research between my colleagues and other scientists from India and abroad.

In order to render archival value to the contributions to knowledge emanating from these academic events, about 15 comprehensive volumes in different subjects, reflecting the significant contributions of ISI researchers, under the series title “Statistical Science and Interdisciplinary Research” are in the process of being published by the World Scientific Press, Singapore. For example, the first volume of the series is on “Mathematical Programming and Game Theory for Decision Making”, while the second one is on “Advances in Intelligent Information Processing: Tools and Applications”.  
Another significant development is the institution of Platinum Jubilee Chair Professors and Platinum Jubilee Fellows to attract distinguished scientists and young researchers (from India and abroad) to join the Institute. PJ Chair professors can work for a period of one to three months @ Rs. 50,000=00 p.m plus free local hospitality and international travel cost, whereas the Fellows can work for two years in any campus of ISI @ Rs. 25,000=00 p.m. plus travel cost.

Besides, construction of a separate ISEC Center and a subway in Kolkata, an Auditorium in Bangalore, and a Hostel in Delhi are in the process of completion as Infrastructure development.
Some other activities initiated during the platinum jubilee celebration year include:

1. Upgrading the Chennai unit of ISI to a Center status as in Delhi and Bangalore,

2. Introduction of M.Tech. program in Quality Management Science in Bangalore in conjunction with the faculty members of the other campuses, and Ph.D program in SQC-OR,  and more importantly,
3. Better pay scale structure for ISI faculty instead of the current UGC pattern, and enhancement of the superannuation age of faculty from 62 to 65 years. 
The success of the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations is indeed a fitting tribute to the vision of Professor Mahalanobis, and is an emphatic reiteration of the relevance of his philosophy even in the present times. 
The present ISEC hostel has been renovated to provide upgraded facilities to international students till the new ISEC center starts functioning.  It may be mentioned here that in commemoration of the 60th term of ISEC and the Platinum Jubilee of the Institute, convocation gowns have been introduced for the ISEC trainees to add a solemn grandeur to the occasion, and to give this program the prestige it deserves.

Faculty promotion review effective from 2007 has begun. Recruitment of new faculty continues to have high priority. Recruitment of SC and ST personnel in different categories for filling up the required quotas is going on in line with the national policy. The policy is also being implemented in case of student admissions. Enhancement of stipend of our Junior and Senior Research Fellows (JRFs and SRFs) has been made with the approval of our administrative ministry in order to keep them at par with other premier Institutes like Indian Institute of Science and IITs. Similarly, the national policy of providing a special honorarium for Bhatnagar awardees has been introduced to maintain parity with other comparable premier institutes, again with the approval of our nodal ministry.
The 10-year perspective plan within the framework of the15-year vision document of the Institute has been approved by the council. The basic philosophy is the unique perception of Mahalanobis of nurturing statistics as a unifying discipline, enriched suitably by embracing relevant emerging research areas. In addition to interdisciplinary research, the document envisages -- greater focus on applied research with a strong scientific component in the context of official statistics in order to serve the need of the Government; carrying out inter-institutional projects of national importance; establishing research centers in thrust areas within ISI framework; upgrading existing teaching and training programs; providing special short term courses in emerging areas; and organizing periodic teaching programs for Government officials to impart high-level training in statistics. It also proposes opening of new units at Delhi and Bangalore centers in the area of computer science under the Computer and Communication Sciences Division to broaden as well as strengthen the research activities in those centers.  Another significant item of the perspective plan is to introduce a new series of Sankhya or a new journal covering areas like applied mathematics, computational statistics, systems and cybernetics.
For successful implementation of the perspective plan, I earnestly request the fullest cooperation from all workers, scientific and non-scientific, of our different campuses in their respective domains of activity. There is also an urgent need to adapt our work culture to the rapid advances in technology in the current scenario of globalization and knowledge explosion.
The Institute is internationally recognized as a “Center of excellence” both for its theoretical contributions to Statistics as well as application of Statistics. Keeping the famous saying, “Work is worship” in mind, we must uphold this unique standard in years to come in order to keep the banner of the recognition high, and cherishing our immortal motto, “Unity in diversity”. 

I am extremely grateful to Prof. M.G.K. Menon, President of the Institute, and to Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Chairman of the Institute and Hon’ble Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government of India for their valuable advice at various stages for the smooth functioning of the Institute. I also thank Dr. Pronab Sen, Chief Statistician of India; the officials of the Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation, Government of India; and the members of the Section 8(I) Committee for their support; and last, but not the least, all the workers of the Institute for their cooperation in respective sectors.
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