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1. It is my privilege to be here today for the forty eighth 

Convocation of the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI). It is a 

leading institution in our country for research, teaching and 

application of statistics, natural sciences and social sciences.

I thank the Institute for giving me this wonderful opportunity to 

address you on this happy occasion.

Friends:

2. The foundation of this unique institution was laid by Professor 

P.C. Mahalanobis, who was recognized for his pioneering work 

in applied statistics. He was also known for his economic 

development model that was followed in India’s Second Five 

Year Plan. In the nineteen hundred twenties, Professor 

Mahalanobis had a wonderful vision about the potential of 

statistics in creating a modern society. He correctly identified 

statistics as a key tool for the progress of science and 

technology. He sought to develop the statistical infrastructure in 

the country. In 1931, he set up in one room of the Presidency 

College in Kolkata, a statistical laboratory. This path-breaking







statistical systems for estimation and control of fake Indian 

currency notes. I am happy to note that ISI is involved in 

developing technologies and theories in the areas of cryptology 

and information security that are likely to have far reaching 

impact on national security policies.

7. The efficacy of our policies, especially in the social sector, 

hinges on the quality of data collected by different government 

agencies. Good policies call for good data standards. Great 

emphasis must therefore be laid on the authenticity of the 

information gathered so as to form the basis of policy 

intervention. The Collection of Statistics Act, 2008 seeks to 

facilitate the collection of data on several socio-economic and 

other.- parameters. It is the collective responsibility of the 

citizens and the seekers of information under this Act to ensure 

that correct and adequate statistics is furnished. I am sure our 

policies will continue to have the imprint of quality data and 

their sound analyses.

Friends:

8. Statistical and allied techniques are depended upon by 

business for operational and strategic decision making. The 

corporate sector makes extensive use of Statistics and





10. Big data, analytics and ubiquitous computing have created 

unique opportunities. It has led to an increase in the demand 

for well-trained professionals in these fields. However, as the 

analytic techniques are complex, they underline the need for a 

great deaf of expertise. A large pool of competent statisticians 

in the country is necessary to support the analytical needs of 

the public and private sectors. Our universities and academic 

institutions teaching Statistics and allied subjects must take due 

care to up-grade the standards of instruction. I look upon a 

distinguished institution like the ISI to take the lead in 

transforming the academic management of this important 

discipline.

My dear Students.

11. As a happy coincidence, the calendar of 2014 exactly matches 

that of 1947 -  the year we started our tryst with destiny. There 

were a lot of hopes then and we have been successful to a 

great extent in realizing them. We are today in the throes of 

attaining global leadership. This is possible only through the 

singular contribution of all our countrymen. For that, we must 

ensure each and every citizen of this country to partake the 

benefits of progress and prosperity. Today, technology 

provides us the hope to realize this goal. Our manpower
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