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A resurvey in 1985-86 of villages and households in three districts of West Bengal which were covered by the
National Sample Survey in its 27th and 28th rounds reveals that there was little change in consumption siandards
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[This is the first of a series of papers which the authors propose to contribute comparing the results of the

resurvey and the NSS.]

THIS is the first of a series of papers which
we propose 10 write based on a resurvey of
willages and houscholds in those districts of
West Bengal, namely, Bardhaman, Birbhum
and Purulia which were covered by the Na-
tional Sample Survey in its 27th (July
1972-June 1973) and 28th (October 1973--
June 1974) rounds for enquirics on con.
sumer expenditure and housing conditions
respectively. This paper relates (o private
consumption in the household sector. The
subsequent papers will cover other aspects
of the multi-dimensional concept of level of
living—social (e P
non of public goods) and infrastructural
facilities in the villages, housing conditions
and stocks of consumer durables. The
primary focus of this resurvey was on
measurement of changes on level of living
over time in rural areas through a joint con-
sideration of several dimensions of level of
living. A side interest of ours was to lry
oul the approach of revisiting the same
villages and households after a time interval,
which may have obvious advantages over
that of surveying independently drawn
samples of units every year as is usually done
by the NSS organisation, government of
India.
The Plan of the Resurvey

The sample households interviewed for
the 27th round consumer cxpenditure enquiry
in rural areas of the districts mentioned
above were revisited lor this project for a
fresh enquiry on consumer expeaditure
Broadly speaking, NSS schedule (Sch 1.0)
and methodology was followed. In fact,
retired NSS field workers were

taking care to see that each was
revisited in the same season (subround of the

resurvey) as the cor in

(or fi of
that had left the village. In sum, 677
h ds of the original sample had given

the 27th round enquiry.!

Before we discuss the findings of he
resurvey, we may briefly report the ex-
perience gained in regard to changes in and
traceability of households in the NSS 27th
round sample after the lapse of 13 years. Qut
of 677 households in the NSS sample inten-
ded to be revisited, 498 were found un-
changed, except for changes through births,
deaths, etc: 17 of these had been extinct
through death and 49 had left the village
during the intervening period. As many as
160 households of the original sample had
been split forming 382 houscholds and 24
of them had lefi the village before the time
of the resurvey. An additi 18 d:

rise 1o 882 houscholds in 1985-86 (leaving
out those that had become extinct through
death), and of these 790 were resurveyed.
Thus, about 10 per cent of the intended sam-
ple was missed mainly because of out-
migration from the village. No attempl was
also made (o cover households that had
come into the village after 1972-73.

Results

‘We may now examine the data on private
(household) consumption with a view to
assessing the changes in different com-
ponents of houschold consumption between
1972-73 and 1985-86. Tables i to 3 present

of the original sample could not be traced.
1a general, no attempt was made to cover

estimates for consumption dur-
ing NSS 27th round and during 1he resurvey
based on the sample actually covered in the

TasLE 1: AVERAGE PER CaPITA CONSUMPTION OF CEREALS PER 30 DAYS IN PHysicat Terus
DURING NSS 27TH ROUND {1972-73) ANO RESURVEY (1985-86) 1t RURAL AREAS 8Y DISTAKCTS

District No of Sample Househoids Average Cereals Consumprion

NSSZh  Rewuney _Per Perion Per 0 Dus (ky)
Round NSS 2th Resurvey
Round
8] @ L] W ]

Burdhaman 30 ! 14.58 1426

Birbhum 165 199 15.03 1423

Purulia 162 209 13.83 14.68

Toal [ %0 1443 14.42

TABLE 2: AvERAGE PER CaPITA CONSUMPTION PER 30 DAYS OF SELECTED NON.CEREAL ITEMS IN
PHYSICAL TERMS DURING NSS 2778 ROUND (1972-73) AND RESURVEY (1985-86) IN RURAL AREAS

the job with a view 10 eliminating interviewer
effects to the extent possible In view of
resource constraints for the resurvey project

and also anticipating that only a mod:

sized sample would prove to be adequate, a
randomly chosen subset of the original sam-
ple was actually covered in the resurvey. The
sample size came to 790 households in 67
villages taking the three districts together,
The 27th round enquiry was conducted in
the form of four quarterly (scason-wise)
subrounds. The fieldwork of the resurvey
was conducted during July 1985-June 1986,
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Joved for »v Distaicrs
n ttem (Unit) Bardhaman Bitbhum Purulia Total

197273198586 197213 (98536 1972.73 198536 1572.73 1985-86

(U] (2) [¢}) %) )] (0] m ® o)

Pulses (kg) 047 044 040 030 OIS 032 033 036

Milk (litre} 126 142 130 148 0I5 196 093 168

Meal (kg) 0l 009 008 008 o0M 003 007 006

Egs (no) 045 043 103 032 014 O 080 O3t

Fich (fresh) (kg) 028 035 028 029 o 0R 01 0N

Pousto (kp) 19 188 L6 123 052 080 117 117

Supar (kg) 023 03 018 03 ou 6N 017 032

Gur (cane) (kp) 043 013 061 025 003 004 033 0N

No of sample households 350 382 165 199 162 200 &M 790
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Tame ¥ AvnmanCvm VALLE OF CONSUMPTION OF SECTED
1) REsURVEY (1985-36) N RURAL AAEAS &Y DisTIICTS

NoN-FooD [Tems Pex 30

mained nessly as dlsmal in 198586 &s
1972-73. In |ater communications we pro-
pose 1o report on the changes ln living stas-

ltem Bardbaman Birbhum Purulis Toul

TRy IS A SR T TSNE R DR g “Jﬂ.m?;ﬁﬁmm:

m (2] ) W ) © m ) ] mild i

Clothing 12 257 136 30 100 22 16 2y  ecedonlythe um struia of the nl
Footwear om 00 00 o0m 000 02 003 0j3 Populaton’
Education 04 0@ 04 005 018 Ol 040 019
Medicine 077 119 04 009 006 OM 04 04 Notes
Doctor, nune, et 0.07 012 004 0Ol 000 003 004 00
Conveyance 042 o 024 0.07 0 0.19 028 020 J Aspects like morbidity sad mortalily, erms
Dunblegoods 043 026 020 086 005 019 022 04D andcondiions of work. seeriy kinmesd
Toal 7 Sm 29 44 130 3 298 an recrealion were oxchaded from the scope of

Note: * The figures for 1985-86 have been deflaied o express them.at NSS 27th round (1972-73)
prices. See teu.

resurvey. Design-based multipliers or peo-
bability weights were used (or arriving at
these estimates.

Thbie | relates to physical consumption of
cereal items~rice, wheat, e1c, and their pro-
ducts. This is known to be one of the crucial
indicstors of level of living in rural India.
1t appears that, on the whole, per capila con-
sumption of cereals (quantity) did not in-
crease or decrease perceplibly between the
two periods.’

Table 2 is panallel to table | and covers
quantitative consumption of major food
items other than cereals. Here again Lhe
overall picture is one of in con-

clothing and footwear and also for durables,
bul the districtwise picture is far from
uniform. There was no rise for medicine, and
for education. which is provided free 10 a
large extent, expenditure actually feli.*
Anyway, the rise in non-food consumption
while food consumption stagnated was
presumably due to the demonstration effect
caused by urbanisation and the mass media
and the wider availability of various goods,

To conclude, the comparisons beiween
resurvey data and NSS 27th round data
reveal that there was little change in con-
sumption standards for the food component

sumption standards over lime Sugar scems
10 show a rising rend, but gur (cane) shows
the opposite, and the sum of the two shows
po difinite change The observed rise for
milk is mainly due (0 a steep rise for Purulia
and this Mnding is rather dubious.

The district of Bardhaman is known 1o
bave prospered most through the green
revolution between 1972-73 and 1985-86 and
the district of Purulia, the least. But tabies
I and 2 suggest Ihat improvements in
bousehold consumption, if any, had occurred
only in the district of Purulis. This requires
fufther probing. However, even after some
upward rise the level of consumption re-
mains abysmally low in absolute terms.

We finally come to table 3 which covers
selected items of the non-food group. Only
value figures are available for comparison
and 50 & rough adjustment has been made
for price rise over ime. The average value
of the moathly CPl aumbers for agricultural
labourers (base = July 1960-June 1961) in

mﬁ.muuzsummtmm
figures for the resurvey presented in table 3
were obained by dividing the wmspoudiu
figures at curvent (1985-86) prices by 2.525.
It should be apprecisted that this is only a
rough correction for inter-temporal price
variation, in the sbsence of more ap-
propriate hem-specific and reglon-specific
price indices.

It appeans from table 3 that there was a
mid ent in the consumption of

of h and only a mild
improvement in the noa-food part of il Ab-
solute levels of household consumption re-

Ihe study.

2 The plan of the resurvey relating to other
pects of Seved of living will be outlined
8 later communication.

3 For reasons of space, we do not present hall-
samplewise resuks which indicate 1he margis
of uncertainty associated with the combined
sample estimates presented here. These and
tubroundwise (i ¢ seasomwise) resaks
generally suppon the conclusions recorded
at different places of this paper.

4 Estimates in table ) are particularly affected
by sampling errors, because expenditure ou
items like clothings and durables are rather
lumpy and infrequent. inter-district variation
points 1o this lack of reliabiliy.

$ The sushors ase thankful 1o the auihorities
of ihe NSSO. government of India, for sup-
Plying them original lists of households asd
enquiry schedulcs necded for the resurvey of
NSS villages and househoids.
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