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This, the third of a series of papers reporting on the results of a resurvey of villages and households in Bardhaman,
Birbhum and Purulia districts, reports on changes in housing conditions in rural Wes: Bengal between 1972-73
and 1985-86. The first two papers in the sefies described changes in private and social consumption.

THIS is the third of a series of papen
reporting on the results of a resurvey of
villuges and houschiolds in three districts of
West Bengal—Bardhaman, Birbhum and
Purulis—which were covered by NSS in
its 27h (July 1972-Jue 1973) and 28th
(October 1973-June 1974) rounds. The first
paper relating 10 pnvuu consumption and
the second to consumption have
already appeared in this journal (July 11 and
August |5, 1987). The present paper is con-
cerned with housing conditions.!

Some aspects of housing conditions were
included in the paper on social consump-
tion, viz, domestic lighting and drinking
ater supply, and improvements, mild in one
s and appreciable in the other, were
nouced in these respects. Here we present
daua on the number of rooms, the area of
rooms and the type of structure (puces semi-
pucra of karcha) of the dwellings occupied
by the households and observe that there had
been deterioration in the average umber
and asea of rooms occupied per household
and also in the type of structure of the dwell-
ings between the 28th round period and the
period of the resurvey (1985-86).

PLAN OF THE RESURVEY

This has been outlined in the earlier com-
munications. The data on housing condi-
tions were collected by revisiting households
thathad been covered in the NSS 28th round
survey on housing conditions (through
schedule 1.2)? and filling up & similar
schedule with some blocks added fo it.
Actually, the 28th round survey was con-
ducied in the form of three subrounds begin-
ning October 1973, each subround lasting
three months. The households of the second
wubround were excluded in the resurvey in
“iow of resource constraints anticipating that
e samiple size would be adequate even after
Whis reduction. The survey was carried out
during July 1985-March 1986 and there was
0 insistence thal any sample houschold
would be revisited in the same season as in
the 21h round. Housing conditions are not
likely (0 be affected by seasonal factors and
therefore the two features of the rexurvey
mantioned above should not vitiate (he com-
purisons made in this paper.

The sampling design of the NSS 28th
found enquiry on housing conditions and
beace of the resurvey was slf-weighting.
Hence one can wse d frequency

dlsiributions, proportions, averages, cic, 8
estimates of corresponding population
characteristics.

All the 72 sample villages of Lhe 28th
round enquiry could be resurveyed. The
1,000 households of the original sample had
given rise to 1,234 households during the
resurvey leaving out households that bad
become extinet through death. The increase
was due to the splitting of many households
during the intervening period. Actually, 1,153
of the 1234 holds/fragn of house-

bouseholds by number of rooms occupied
by the houschold during the NSS 28th round
enquiry and during the resuney. The
number of rooms is counied in two ways,
once including the annaes like kilchen,
bathroom, store, etc, and again exriuding
these snnexes.) Whichever count is
adopled, the number of rooms pet house-
hold seems to have declined during the in-
rvening period. Thus, if we consider roms
including annexes, about $5¢ per cent of
had | or 2 rooms in 197374,

holds were cavered in the resurvey and the
remegining 6% per cent were missed largely
because they had left the sample villages bet.
ween 1973-74 and 1985-86.

THE RESULTS

‘Table 1 shows the distribution of sample

against 64Y4 per cent in 1985-86, and nearly
28 par cent of the househalds have 4 or more
rooms in 1973-74 against 2% per cent
in 1985-86. Note thal a few households
reported not a single room including of
exluding annexes in both the enquiries.
Thble 2 is similar 1o Table 1 but is con-

Tadie §: DISTRIBUTION OF 1,153 SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS BY ih NUMBER OF ROOMS INCLUDING
ARNEXES AND [t} NUMBER OF ROOMS EXCLUDING ANNEXES puING NSS 28 Roup (197)-74)
AND DURING THE RESURVEY (1985-86)

No of Rooms Percentage of Householdy

Rooms Including Annexes Rooms Excluding Annexes
1973.74 1985-86 197374 1985-86

(U] 2) o) ) (5)

[ 0 04 0.8 04

1 309 363 “e b

2 USs 82 26 W2

3 172 133 109 105

4 106 19 98 53

5 16) 136 43 1

Not reporied 0.7 02 03 01

Toul 100.0 1000 100.0 1000

TALLE 2: DISTRIMWTION OF 1,153 SAMPLE HOUSEROLDS BY (i) AREA OF ROOUS INCLUDING ANNEXES
AND () AREA OF ROOMS EXCLUDING ANNEXES DURING NSS 28TH ROUND (1§73-14) AND DULING
THE ReSURVEY (1985-86)

Towl Area of Rooms

Percentage of Households
Roomy Including Annexu Rooms Excluding Annexes

(sq m)
197314 1973-74 198586
m @ (l) “ ()
Upto 10 167 39 as ny
10-20 2. ns M 9.1
20 - 30 160 173 1.3 184
-4 no 9.1 21 58
40- %0 73 63 49 16
$0-18 9.7 46 42 23
75 - 100 kX3 15 22 04
100 - 15 10 1L as
Not reported 08 02 5] 02
0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Medixn area per
bousehald n n u "
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TanLe3: DisTuinuTion of 1,153 SamPLE HoussnoLDs By TYPE OF STRUCTURE OF DWELLDNG DUR-
na NSS 28T Rouno (1973-74) AND bUmING THE Resuxvey (1985-86)

Type of Suruciure of Suucture in 1985-86
In 1973-7¢ Pucca 'mi-Puca Katcha  Not Towl
0] @ 0 [} (V] ]
Pucca 66 n % [ 103
Semi-pucea 29 59 140 0 228
Katcha n &% m 6 "n
Not reported ‘4 0 k) [ ?
Toml 136 s 398 6 18

cerned with total area of the rooms including
or excluding the annexes. It confirms the im-
pression formed from Table I Lhail there was
deterioration in level of living over time in
regard to availability of living space per
household. If annexes are included, about
46 per cent of the houscholds had no more
than 20 sq metres of living spece during the
NSS 28th round enquiry (1973-74) and this
percentage had risen to 60, nearty, during
the resurvey in 1985-86; the percentage of
households occupying 50 sq metres or more
decreased from 17 to 7, roughly speaking,
during the same period. The figures for
rooms excluding annexes present more or
less the same picture.

Median values of area per houschold
presented in the bottom row of Teble 3 swn
up the findings in & succinct manner.

Table 3, the last table, relates to the type
of structure of the dwelling house. It is based
on & joint consideration of the materials
used for roof, walls and floor. NSS defini-
tions of the three types of structures have
been followed. Pucca houses are those wheve
both walls and roof are made of even burnt
bricks, stone, cement concrete, jackboard
(cement plastered reeds) and timber. Tiles,
galvanised iron of asbestos cement sheels
used in roofs is also regarded as pucca
malerial. A semi-pucea house is one which
is nol pucca but where ¢ither plinth or wall
ot roof is made of oven-burnt bricks, stones,
cement concrete or timber. A katcha house
is one where the walls, roof and plinth are
alf made of unburat bricks, bamboo, mud,
grass or leaves, reeds and/or thatch.

Table 3 shows the joint distribution of
hauseholds by type of structure of dwelling
bouse as found during the NSS 28th round
enquiry and during the resurvey. [t shows
that the number of pucca dwellings in-
creased from 105 to 136 during the interven-
ing period.* However, the numbes of katcha
dwellings increased even more, from 813 to
895, during the same period. Naturally, the
intermediate, semi-pucca category, shrank in
relative imporiance. Closer examination
shows that over the period of 12 years, 28
pucea and 140 semi-pucca dwellings had
become katcha while 83 kaicha dwellings
had become pucca or semi-pucce. On the
whole, judging by type of struciure also, Lhe

compare average household skze between the
NSS 28th round enquiry and the resurvey
because a decline in number of rooms or
living space per household may not imply
a corresponding decling in number of rooms
or living space pes capita. The method of
comparison adopled in this paper contains
one [eature—Tfor any household that had
split since the 28th round period, each fag-
ment formed was compared with the original
household before the split, and the latter
could be larger, on the average, than its
fragments.® Second, findings like the
numerous changes in type of structure from
pucca 10 katcha merit further probing. To
what extent these were due to splits of
original households deserve closer study. We
may however recall that in 1978 there were
some devasiating Noods in some pans of
West Bengal. Whether this calamity con-
tributed significandly 10 this decline in hous-
ing condilions require )50 10 be investi,
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Notes

1 The problem of housing. partirularty for the
weaker socthons of saciety, has boen engaging
30 much attention that the UN has declared
the yeas 1987 as (he International Year of
Shelter for the Homeless.

1 The authors wish 10 thank the authoritles of
the NSS organisation, government of Indie
for supplying them all neccatary information
ineluding household Lsts and filled wp
schedule 10 2 of NSS 28th round enquiry on
housing conditions.

3 The NSSO used the expressions ‘ving rooms”
for the former category of rooms and ‘toull
rooms’ for the lsicer, This usage of the Lern
“living rooms’ is being avoided here.

4 We do not g0 iDLO VANAtion 21088 s0cio-
cconomuc classes in this paper. The increase
in the number of pucca dwellings may reflect
the increased prosperity of richer sections of
the rural population.

$ Note that in Tables t 10 ), & sample house-
hold in the NSS 28th round that got split has
been included as many Limes as the number
of its fragments covered in the 198536
fesurvey.
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level of living of the ural Inthe
three districts seema to have worsened bet-
ween 1973-74 and 1985-86.

‘Two remars should be made before con-
cluding this paper. Firat, it 18 necessary to
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