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MODEL STATE LIBRARY ACT

S R RANGANATHAN
Note :—1 Daaft 1 of the Act was published in 1930 and presented to the Library Service
Section of the All Asla Bducationsl Confetence, 1, 26 to 30 Det 1930, Banaras,
and accorded genersl spproval ;
Draft 2 of the Act was drafted at the request of the Indian Library Associstion
in 1942, presented to the All Indin Libmry Conference 5, 5° April 1942, Bombay
and accorded general spproval,

~

v i1, n 3, Jour 1972 7]



2Dt RANGANATHAN

[N

Draft 3 of the Act was published in my Library demlopment plon, thirty year pro-
grammu for India with draft library bills for the Union end the Constitwen) States, 1950,
P 378 to 403.
Draft 4 of the Act was publithed in my Library personality of Weil Bengal with o
draft library bill presented to the Bengal Library Coaference, 1958, Nawadweep
and sccorded genceal approval,
Deaft § of the Act was publithed in my Library deselopment plan with a draft bill
Jor Kerala State, 1960.
Drafe 6 of the Act was puhlished in the Repers of the Public Libraries Bill Sub-
Committee.

7 The numbers of the Sections in the Act are pure decimal fractions.

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the establist and mai e
of a system of Public Librarics and for the comprehensive development and or-
ganisation of city, rural and other kinds of library service in the State of Gran-
thajagat,

It is hereby enacted as follows:—

>

v

o

1 Preliminary
11 SHorT TirtLe

112 This Act may be called “The Libraries Act, 19....”.

11b It shall extend to the whole of the State of Granthajagat,

11c It shall come into force on such date as the State Goverament may,
by notification, appoint.
12 DeFINITION

In the Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context.

122 ‘Government' means the Government of the Statc of Granthajagat.

12b ‘State Central Library’ means any one of the libraries of the system
of State Central Librarics enumerated in Sec 12c to 12e.

12¢ ‘State Copyright Library’ means the library made up of one copy
of each of the reading materials collected ot received from their respective pub-
lishers inthe State, Its reading materials will be produced beforea Court of Law
on demand. Otherwise, no reading material will be lent out of the library.
Further, no feading material will be given for use within the library or in its
premises, until the expiry of ten years of its receipt in the library. Aay reader
desiting to have a copy of any of its reading materials, will have to get it from the
approptiate State Service Library.

12d ‘State Dormitory Library” means a library made of one sound copy
of each of the reading materials, (along with their catalogue cards) weeded out
by any library in the State including the State Service Library.  This collection is
maintained as a deposit of the intellectual and cultural output of the State. Tt
is also intended to serve the nceds of persons engaged in antiquarian and biblio-
graphical tesearch, from time to time.  Such persons are usually few and far bet-
ween.,

12¢ ‘State Service Library’ means a library of reading materials of current
value,established, maintained, and managed by the State Library Authority for
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serving readers. As and when any reading matcrial, in a State Service Library,
is not on demand for some years or has outmoded idea-content is weeded out
periodically, as in the case of every service library.
12f ‘City’ means a population cluster with about 100,000 people of such
other number of people as may be prescribed by the Government from time
to time, provided it is not excluded by the Government from the definition, ot
such other population clustess, declared by the Government to be a City for
the purpose of this Act.
Note :—1 The Kolar City in the Mysore State has a population of above 100,000. But the
proceeds of library cess in the City is not adequate to mainuin a Public Library
System of its own. Therefore, it bas to be excluded from the definition of a
City and the public library provision for its people has 10 be left to the care of
the Kolar District Library Autbority ;
2 The locality with a population jut short of 100,000—say, 95,000—may be de-
veloping very fast; and thercfore, its population is cxpected to reach 100,000 very
8000,
In such a case, itis convenient for the Government to declare it to be a
City for the purpose of this Act, even at the commencement of this Act.
12g ‘Town' means a population cluster with 5,000 or more people but
less than 100,000.
12h *Village’ means a population cluster with 1,000 or more people but
less than 5,000.
12j ‘Hamlet’ means a population cluster with less than 1,000 people.
12k ‘District’ means a revenue district excluding the cities in it
12m ‘Local Library Authority’ means cither a City Library Authority or
a District Library Authority.
12n  ‘State Librarian’ means the Librarian appointed to manage the imple-
mentation of this Act.
12p ‘Department of Libraries’ means a2 Department of Government
formed for the purpose of this Act.
12q ‘Chicf Librarian’ means the Librarian appointed to manage a City
Library System or a District Library System.
12r ‘Public Library’ means,
12r1 State Service Library established or declared to be State Service
Library for the puzpose of this Act;
1212 Any library established andfor maintained by a Local Library
Authority, including the travelling libraries and service statioas;
12s ‘Quasi-public Library’ means any library, open to the public free of
charge and maintained and managed by the Government or by any Local Body.
12t ‘Aided Library’ means a library recciving grant-in-aid from the
Government according to prescribed Rules.
120 ‘State-owned Library’ means a library maintained by a Department
of the Government, the State Legislature, the High Court, or any other Court
or any other Governmental body.
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12v ‘Academic Library’ means a library maintaioed by a research ins-
titution, a university, a college, or a school.

12w ‘Business Library’ means a library maintained by an industrial or
service or commercial body.

12x ‘Specialist Library’ means a library providing documentation service
to readers with emphasis on micro doc and specialist readers.

12y ‘Out-lier Library’ means any library, other than a public library,
situated within the State or outside it.

12z ‘Library Cess’ means a cess levied under Section 6a and its sub-
divisions.

12A  ‘Reading material’ means

12A1 Any book—macro document—or a volume, part or division of
2 volume, and pamphlet in any language, produced by printing ot near-printing
process, such as reprograph;

12A2 Any sheet of music, map, chart or plan separately printed or litho-
graphed;

12A3  Any newspaper, periodical publication, or any other such pub-
lication;

12A4 Any other reading or kindred material such as Book for the Blind,
Audio, Visual, or Audio-visual material, giving service similar to that of a read-
ing material expressing ideas in an articulate language and embodied in 2 book
of any of kinds defined in the preceding sub-sections.

12B  ‘Micro-document’ means a paper in a periodical oz a patt, chapter or
section in a book.

12C ‘Prescribed’ means prescribed by Rules made under this Act.

Note —This is d:fferent from the rules of 2 library framed in regard to the use of a

library.

12D “Notification’ means the notification published in the official Gazette
of the Government.

12E ‘Year’ means the financial year.
2 State Library Authority

21 Mnuster ForR Epucarion

For the purpose of promoting and organising a library system in the State
of Granthajagat, the Minister for Education for the State (hereinafter referred to
as the ‘Minister’) shall be the State Library Authority.

211 DUTY OF THE STATE LIBRARY AUTHORITY

It shall be the duty of the State Library Authority to provide for aa ade-
quate library gervice in the State of Granthajagat and for the progressive de-
velopment of institutions devoted to the purpose, and to secure the effective
executivn by Local Library Authorities, of the national policy for providing
sdequate library fervice to the people.
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212 PUNCTIONS OP THE STATE LIBRARY AUTHORITY
The functions of the State Library Authority are to:
1 Establish andjor maintain and manage a system of Statc Central Librarics ; and
2 Provide for an adequate library service in the State of Granthajagat including
hospital library service and prison library service.
22 SsTEM OF STATE CENTRAL LIBRARIES
The system of State Central Libraries shall include a
1 State Copyright Library ;
2 State Dommitory Library ; and
3 State Service Library.
23 STATE L1BRARIAN
To help it in the discharge of its duties, the State Library Authority shall
appoint a full-time Statc Librarian from among those with adequate qualifications
to practice in the library profession, lay down the conditions of his service, and
provide him with the necessary establishment.

231 SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OF THE STATE LIBRARY AUTHORITY, THE STATE
LTBRARIAN,

231a  Shall manage the State Central Libraries

231b  Shall superintend, direct and deal with all matters relating to the
Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867 (Central Act 25 of 1867) and main-
tain and manage the State Copyright Library;

231c  Shall maintain and manage the State Dormitory Library made of
at least one sound copy of the books weeded out by any library in the State on
account of its having become outmoded in the idea expounded ia it, in order
to meet the demand, at any time from any person engaged in antiquarian or
bibliographical research.

231d  Shall superintend, direct and deal with the exercise of powers and
the performance of duties by Local Library Authorities under this Act;

231e May centralise all impersonal technical work such as acquisition,
classification and cataloguing, and co-ordinate the selection, service and main-
tenance of reading and kindred materials in the Public, Academic, Depart-
mental and Outlicr libraries of the State, according to the agreed conditions;

231f Shall maintain the State Register of Libraries;

231g  Shall submit to the State Library Authority an annual report on the
progress and the working of the public library system of the State, of the State
Copyright Library, and of the State Dormitory Library;

231h  Shall control the appointments, postings, transfers, punishments,
and retirements of officers and the others employed in the State Library
Service; and

231j Shall generally assist the State Library Authority and carry on the
correspondence and exercise the powers assigned to him by it in the discharge of
its duties and the exercise of its powers in regard to this Act.
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24 STATE L1BRARY COMMITTEE

There shall be a State Library Committee for the purpose of the State
Library Authority on all matters arising under.

241 MemeeRSHIP

The State Library Committee shall consist of:—

2412  The Minister, (Ex-offcio Chairman) ;

241b  The Minister in charge of Local Self-Goverament or his deputy;

241c The State Librarian, (Ex-offirio Secretary) ;

241d The Secretary for Education ;

241¢  The Director of Education ;

241f Two persons clected by the State Legislative Asgembly ;

241g Onc person clected by the State Legislative Couacil, if it exists;

241h  One person, appoiated by the Executive of each of the univerrities in the State ;

241 One person clected respectively by the members of each of the two of the
City Library Autborities, by roation;

241k One person electzd respectively by the members of cach of the three of the
District Library Authoritics by rotation.

Note :—In a State with more than 20 districts, the number of Distriet Library
Authorities to elect a representative, by rotation, may be increased to four.

241m Three persons appointed by the Executive of the Library Association of the
State approved by the Minister for this purpose; and

241n Three library experts with special knowledge of Library Science and Setvice,
appointed by the Minister.

242 NOMINATION OF MEMBERS IN DEFAULT OF ELECTION

If any of the bodies referred to in Section 241 does not by such periods
as may be prescribed, elect or nominate a petson to be a member of the State
Library Committee, as the case may be, the Government shall, by notification,
nominate to the vacancy a person qualified for election thereto; and the petson
5o nominated shall be deemed to be a member of the Committee as if he had
been duly elected by the said body.
243 TERM OF OFFICE

243 Save as otherwise provided in this Act, theterm of office of each
member of the State Library Committee, other than an ex-offeio member, shall
be for a period of three years commencing from the date on which the first meet-
ing of the Committee is held after the election ot nomination of the members
under Section 241;

243b  An out going member shall continue in office until the clection or
nomination of his successor;

243c An out going member shall be eligible for re-clection or re-nomi-
nation.

244 VACANCIES

In the event of a vacancy, in a non ex-offcio place, arising out of death,
resignation, disability, or otherwise, previous to the expiry of the term of office
of any member of the State Library Committee, the vacancy shall be filled by elec-
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tion or nomination, as the case may be, of another person in the mannet provided
ia the concerned subsection of Scction 241, and any person elected or nomina-
ted to fill the vacancy shall hold office only so long 2s the member jn whose
place he is elected or nominated would have held office if the vacancy had not
occured.

245 DISABILITIES POR CONTINUING AS MEMBER

If any member other than an ex-officio member of the State Library Com-
mittee during the period for which he has been nominated or elected,
2452 Absents himself without excuse sufficient in the opinion of the Committes,
from three ive ings of the Commi or,
245b In the casc of a member clected by any body referred to in the concemed
subscction of section 241, ceases to be a membet of the body concerned,
his office in the Committee shall become vacant,

246 DISQUALIFICATIONS
A person shall be disqualified for being chosen as, and for being, 2 member
of the State Library Committee,
2462 If he has been sentenced by a criminal court for 2n offence involving moral
de and punishsble with impri for a term exceeding three months, such
scmcncc not having been subsequently reversed, quashed or remitced, unless he has, by order,
which the Govemment is hereby empowered to make in this behalf, been relieved from the dis-
qualifications arising on account of such sentence;
246b If he is an undischarged insolvent ; and
246c If he is of unsound mind and stands so declared by 2 competent Court.

247 MEETINGS OF THE STATE LIBRARY COMMITTEE

2472 The State Library Committee shall meet at least twice a year on dates
to be fixed by the Chairman. Ope of such meetings shall be the annual meeting;

247> The Chairman may also, whenever he thiaks fit, convene a special
meeting of the Committee for the transaction of urgent business;

247c  Subject to prescribed conditions, special meetings shall be convened
by the Chairman to discuss matters of urgent importance upon 2 requisition by
the members of the Committee;

247d Two-fifths of the total aumber of members of the Committee, shall
be quorum for a meeting of the State Library Committee; and

247¢ The Chairman if present, shall preside at every meeting of the
Committee. In the absence of the Chairman, the members preseat at the
meeting shall choose one from among themselves to preside.
248 PROCEDURE OF STATE LIBRARY COMMITTER

The State Library Committee shall transact business in such manaer and in
accordance with such procedure as may be preseribed.
25 DepARTMENT OF PusLiC LiBRARIES

Por the purposes of this Act, a Department of Public Libraries shall becons-
tituted with the State Librarian as its head and such other officess and servants as
the Government may by order specify.
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26 STATR LIBRARY SERVICE

26a Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law, all posts in
the Department of Public Librarties, The State Central Library, and every Local
Library Authority shall be filled by appointment of pessons belonging to the
State Library Service.

26b The State Library Service shall consist of the State Librarian, Chief
Librarians of Cities and Districts, Librarians and such other classes and cate-
gories of posts as the Government may from time to time determine. All
members of the said service shall be Government servants, and theit recruitment
and conditions of service shall, subject to the provisions of Article 309 of the
Constitution of India be regulated, by such rules as may be prescribed.

26c  The salary, allowances, gratuity, pension, and other benefits of the
membess of the State Library Service shall be met from the Consolidated Fund
of the State,

3 Local Library Authority
31 ConsTITUTION OF A LOCAL LIBRARY AUTHORTITY

3ta For the purpose of organising and administering the Public Libraries
in the State, there shall be consittuted 2 Local Library Authority, for each city
and for each District.

3ib Every Local Library Authority shall be the name of the area for
which it is constituted, be a body corporate having perpetual succession and 2
common seal with power, subject to the provision of this Act, to acquire, hold
and dispose of property, and to control, and may by the same name sue
and be sued.

32 Comrosrrion OF A Crry LrBRARY AUTHORITY
Every City Library Authority shall consist of ;

322 The Mayor of the municipal corporation or the President of the municpal
council or other municipal body of the City, as the case may be, who shall
ex-officio be the Chairman of the Authority ;

32b A Principsl of a Fisst Grade College in the City nominated by the Govemment,
who shall ex-offclo be the Vice Chairman of the Authority ;

3% The Chicf Librarian of the City who shall ex-gfficio be the Secretary of the City
Library Authority and of cach of the & j of the said Authority ;

324 Two persons elected by the icipal ¢ rporation, icipal council or other
municipal body of the City, s the case may be, from amoog its members ;

32 One person nominated by the Goveenment from among the members of govert~
ing bodies of the aided libraries ia the City ;

32f A Head Master of a High School in the City nominated by the Govemment ;

32g Ose person nomingted by the Council of the City brunch, if any, of the Swate
Libriry Association;

32h  An Officet of the Dep of Public L fon having jurisdiction over the
City, nominated by the Govemment;
32] Two petsons Inated by the Gr from amoag persons ordlnadly

resident In the City.
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33 CoumPOSITION OF A DISTRICT LIBRARY AUTHORITY

Every District Library Authority shall consist of :

33 The Deputy Commissioner or the Collector, 1 the case may be, of the Dis-
trict who shall ax-offcio be the Chairman of the Authority ;

33b A Pracipal of 2 First Grade College in the District nominated by the Govem-
ment, who shall ex-offtio be Vice-Chairman of the District Library Authority ;

3c The Chief Librarian of the District, who shall ex-offcio be the Secretary of tha
District Library Authority and the C i of the said Authority ;

33d The Districe Educational Officer or the Educational Inspector of the Distsict,
a3 the case may be;

33 Two pemons clected from among its members by the District Development
Couacil ; or aay other equivalent body, if aoy ;

33f Onc person, clected from among its members by each municipal council or
other municipal body in the Districe with jurisdiction over 2 municipal acea,
other then an area for which 2 City Library Authority is established, 20d with
a population of aot less than about 50,000.

33g Two persons inated by the Go from among the members of
municipal couscils or other municipal bodies in the District with jurisdiction
over a municipal area having 2 population of less than about 50,000 ;

33h One person nominated by the couacil of the District Braach, if aay, of the
State Library Association ;

33] One person nominated by the Government from among the members of the
Taluk Development Board in the District, if any ;

33k Two persons nominated by the Govemment from among the members of the
village h 2nd town panchayats in the District ;

33m Two persons nominated by the Government from among the members of the
goveming bodies of aided libraries in the District ;

33a A Headmaster of a High School in the District nominated by the Govemiment; and

33p Three persons nominated by the Govemment from among persons ordicadly
resident within the District.

34 Nowmation oF MEMsERs v DEFAULT OF ELECTION

If any of the bodies referred to in Section 32 or 33 does not, by such periods
as may be prescribed, elect o nominate a person to be 2 member of the City
Library Authority or the District Library Authority, as the case may be, the
Government shall, by notification, nominate to the vacancy a person qualified
for election thereto; and the person so inated shall be d dtobea
member of the Authority as if he had beea duly elected by the said body.

35 Team oF OFFICE

35 Save as otherwise provided in this Act, the term of office of any
member of any Local Library Authority, other than ex-gficio members, shall
be for a period of three years commencing from the date on which the first
meeting of the Authority is held after the election or nomination of the member
under Section 32 or 33, as the case may be.

35b Aa outgoing member of sny Locsl Library Authocity shall continue in office

until the ¢lection or nomination of his successor ;

35¢ An outgoing member of any Local Library Authorty shall be cligihle for

re-clection o¢ fe-nominatioa.
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36 Vacancmzs

In the event of a vacaacy arising out of death, resignation, disability or
otherwise, before the expiry of the term of office of any member of any Local
Library Authority, other than an ex-offcio member, the vacancy shall be filled
by election or nomination, as the case may be, of another person in the manner
provided in Section 32 or 33, as the case may be; and any person elected ox
nominated to fill the vacancy shall hold office only so long as the member in
whose place he is clected or nominated would have held office if the vacancy
had not occured.

37 DisABILITIES FOR CONTINUING AS MEMBER

Any member, othee than an ex-offeio, of any Local Library Authority,
shall be deemed to have vacated his office, during the period for which he has
been nominated or elected, if,

378 He sbsents himself without excuse sufficient in the opinion of the Authority
from three consecutive meetings of the Authority ; or

37b A member elected by any body referred to in Section 32 or 33, as the case may

be, ceases to be a member of the body concerned.

38 DISQUALIFICATION

A person shall be disqualified for being chosen s, and for being, a mem-

ber of a Local Library Authority, if,

382 He has been sentenced by a criminal court for an offence iovolving moral tur-
pitude and punishable with irprisonment for a term exceeding three months,
such sentence not haviog been subsequently reversed, quashed or remitted,
unless he has, by order, which the G is hereby emp d to make
in this behalf, been relicved from the disqualification arising on account of
such sentence ;

38b He is an undischarged insolvent ; or

38c He is of unsound mind and stands so declared by a competent court.

3A MeETINGS OF LocAL LIBRARY AuTHORITY

3A1 Every Local Library Authority shall meet at least twice a year on
dates to be fixed by the Chaieman. One of such meetings shall be the annual
meeting; and the other shall be the budget meeting.

3A2 The Chairman also, may, whenever he thinks fit, convenc a sepcial
meeting of the Authority for the transaction of urgent business.

3A3  Subject to prescribed conditions, special meetings shall be convened
by the Chairman to discuss matters of urgent importance upon a requisition
by the members of the Authority.

3A4 A Local Library Authority shall transact business in such manner
and in accordance with such procedure as may be prescribed.
3B Powers aND FuNcTiONS OF LocAL LYBRARY AUTHORITY

3Ba It shall be the duty of every City Library Authority and cvery Dis-
trict Library Authority to provide Library Service to the persons residing in
the area within ts jurisdiction,
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2Bb Every City Library Authority shall establish and maintain,

3Bbt
3Bb2
3Bb3

3Bb4

Onc City Central Library ;

Onc City Branch Library for every population cluster of about 25,000 people ;
One City Travelling Library and the necessacy oumber of City Secvice Stations
for service to the sparsely populated, fringe, and other aress, with too small 2
population clustce for a City Braach Library; and

One Specialist City Branch Library for every industrial estate in the city.

3Bc Every District Libraty Authority shall establish and maintain,

3Bcl
3B2

3Bc3

3Bcd

3BcS

One District Central Libracy ;

Two District  Branch Libraries for each town with a population berween about
40,000 and about 100,000 ;

One District Branch Library for each town with a population between about
5,000 and about 40,000 ;

One District Travelling Library for 2 runl population of about 40,000. It
can give book service once in a fortnight to each village and each group of
three adjacent hamlets. The number of service stations can he determined within
the arca as covered by the Travelling Library sccording to the context ; and
One Specialist District Branch Library for every industrial estate in the District.

3Bd EXTENSION SERVICES

3Bd1

Every Local Library Authority may cooperate with the Adult

Rducation Agencies in its area, in the supply of books, and if practicable, per-
mission for the use of its premises or of any of its branches; or

3Bd2

Every Local Library Authority ot any of its branches may, if prac-

ticable, provide meeting rooms, and seminar rooms, for the local learned and
social organisations, for such of their work, as may need the consultation of the
books in the library.

3Be For giving library service every Local Library Authority may,

3Be

3Be2
3Be3

3Bed

3BeS

3Beb

3Be7
3Be8

3C Powers

Provide suitablc tands, and buildings to its Libraries, and the furniture, firtings,
equipments and other convenicnees necessary for the purpose ;

Provide to its librarics, books and other kindred matersials ;

Provide for lectures and conduct other activities as may be conducive to the
carrying out of the purpose of this Act;

With the consent of the management and the previous sanction of the Govem-
meat acquirc any library or such conditions 93 may be spproved by the
Government ;

With the previous sanction of the Government shift or close any of its
libreies ;

Accept any endowment or gift for any purpose connected with its activities,
provided that no gift or endowment of an immovable property shall be sccep-
ted without the previous sanction of the Govemment ;

With the sanction of the Government do any other thing that may be conducive
to the furtherance of the purposes of this Act; and

Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties ss may be con-
ferted or imposed by ot uader this Act.

AND Duties or CHAIRMAN AND Vice CHAIRMAN® OF A Locar

LIpRARY AUTHORITY
3C1 The Chaitman of a Local Library Authority, if present, shall,

3Cis

Preside over every meeting of the Authority ; and
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3CIb Watch over the financial and executive sdministration of the Avthotity and
exercise gencral supervision and control.
3C2 The Vice Chairman of a Local Library Authority shall,

3C2a In the absence of the Chairman, preside over a meeting of the Authority ; and
3C2b  Excreise such powers and preform such duties of the Chairman as the Chairman
may, from time to time, delegate to bim.

3D Locas Lisrary AUTHORITY T0 AprpoINT COMMITTEES

3Da Every Local Library Authority shall constitute the following com-
mittees by election from among its members, namely:—

3Dal The Executive Commictee ;

3D22 The Finance Committee ; and

3Da3 The Book Selection Committce.

3Db A Local Library Authority may constitute committees for such
other purposes as it decms fit;

3Dc The Chairman of the Local Library Authority shall ex-offcio bea
member and Chairman of the Executive Committee, the Finance Committee, and
the Book Sclection Committee;

3Dd The Executive Committee shall be tesponsible for the executive func-
tions of the Local Library Authority; and

3De The Finance Committee shall scrutinise proposals for increase of
revenue, examine the receipts and expenditure statements, consider all new pro-
positions affecting finance and shall generally supervise the revenue and expendi-
tute of the Local Library Authority.

3Df ADVISORY LIBRARY COMMITTEES

3Dfl  For the purpose of advising on local requirements relating to library
service of each Branch Library and each Service Station in a village served by
travelling library service, an Advisory Committee shall be considered.

3Dg BRANCH LIBRARY COMMITTER

Every branch library committee shall consist of,

3Dgl The Branch Librarisn who shall ex-offfeio be the Chairmaa aad Convener of the
Committec ;

ADg2 One person representing the area which the Branch Librery serves, on the
Municipal Council or other municipal body or the panchayat having jurisdic-
tion over that area, clected by the body concemed, a6 the case may be ;

3Dg3 Three teachers of educational institutions, in the area in which the Branch
library is located, nominated by the Chief Libramin of the City or the Chief
Librarian of the District as the case may be; sad

3Dg4 Three persons from among the registered borrowers of the Branch Library
nominated by the Chief Libracian of the City of the Chief Libranisn of the
District, a5 the case may be.

3Dh VILLAGB LEBRARY COMMITTER

Every Village Committee shall consist of,
3Dk1 The Travelliog Librasieo visiting the Service Ststion In the Village who shall
ax-officio be the Chairman and Convener of the Committee ;
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3Dh2 Two teachers of educational institutions in the area served by the Service
Station, nominated by the Chief Librarian of the District ; and

3Dh3 Two presons from among the registerd borrowers in the area secved by the
Service Station, nominated by the Chicf Librarian of the district.

3Dj TBRM OF OFFICE

The nominated members of the Branch Library Committee and the Village
Service Library Committee shall hold office for a period of three years or until
their successors are nominated.

3E LisrarY DEVELOPMENT PLaN

3Ea Subject to the general or special orders of the Government, as soon
as possible, after Local Libraty Authority is constituted and thereafter as oftea
as may be required by the State Librarian, every Local Library Authority shall,
and whenever it considers it necessary to do so, a Local Library Authority may
prepare a plan (hercinafter refeered to as the “Local Library Development Plag’)
for establishing librarics and spreading library service within the jurisdiction of
such Authority in such form and manner and containing such particulars as may
be prescribed.

3Eb The salient features of every Local Library Developmeat Plan
prepated under section  3Ea shall be published in such maaner as may be pres-
cribed, along with a notice inviting objections and suggestions from all per-
sons interested in the Plan within such period as may be specified in the notice.
Any objection or suggestion which may be received from any person with
tespect to the Local Library Development Plan shall be considered by the Local
Library Authority and such notification in the plan shall be made as the Autho-
tity deems t.

3Ec The Local Library Development Plan shall thereafter be sent to
the State Librarian along with a copy of the objections and suggestions received
under Section 3Eb. The State Librarian shall with his comments on the Local
Library Development Plan submit it to the Government for sanction.

3Bd The Government may if it deems fit after ascertaining the views of
the State Library Authority sanction the Local Library Development Plan with
such alterations as it considers necessary. The Government may, on application
by the Local Library Authority concerned, modifyany Local Library Develop-
ment Plan sanctioned under this section.

3Ee As soon as the Governmeat sanctions a Local Library Development
Plan under section 3Ed, the State Librarian shall, in conformity with the provisions
of the said Plan, make an order called the Local Library Order for the area, speci-
fying the Central Library, the Branch Libraries including branches to be located
in educational institutions, prisons, and hospitals, the Travelling Libraries, and the
Service Stations, which shall be established and maintained by the Local Library
Authority, the measuzes to be then by the Local Libraty Authority for provid-
ing adequate library service to the people in the area and the stages in which
such measures shall be taken,
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3Ef A Locl Library Order made under Section 3Ee may be smended
in consultation with the Local Library Authority, whenever the State Librarian
considers it cxpedient to do so.

3Bg Every Local Library Authority shall give effect to the Local Library
Development Plan as sanctioned by the Government and the Local Library
Order made under Section 3Ee.

4 State Central Library System
4a STATE SERVICE LIBRARY
The State Library Authority shall establish, maintain, and 2 State

Service Library at the metropolis or any othee suitable place'to function as 2

reservoir for the libraty system of the State.

4al STATE BRANCH SERVICE LIBRARY

The State Library Authority may establish, maintaln, and manage a2 State
Branch Service Library for any of its linguistic regions at any suitable place
within it.
422 REPORT

A report of the working of the State Service Library and of each of
the State Branch Service Library, if any, shall be incorporated in the Annual
Report of the State Librarian.

4b CorrRIGHT DUTIES AND PoweRs

With regard to the State Copyright Library, the State Librarian shall be the
officer to discharge the duties and to exercise the powers laid down in parts
10T and V of the Press and Registration of Books Act of 1867.

4bl REPORT

A report of the working of the State Copyright Library shall be incorpo-
rated in the Annual Report of the State Librarian,
4c STATE LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND

The State Service Library may maintain a State Library for the Blind, for
the production, storing, and serving of books, sound records of books, and
other kindred materials for the blind.

4¢1 COLLABORATION

The State Library for the Blind may collaborate with the National and
other State Libraries for the Blind and undertake such work as may fall to its
share by mutnal agreement,
42 PREE POSTAL TRANSPORT

The carriage of the books for the blind between the State Library for the
Blind and the blind readers within India shall be done by the Postal Depart--
meat free of pastal chasges.
4c3 RePORT

A fepost of the working of the State Library for the Blind shall be incor
posated in the Andual report of the State Librarian.
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4d State Bureau or INTER-LiBRARY LoAN

The State Service Library shall maintain a State Bureau of Intes-Library
Loan.
4d1 EXTENT WITHIN THE STATE

The State Burcau of Inter-Libraty Loan may include in the scheme of inter-
state library loan the public librarics, and such outlicr libraries as are willing
to join the scheme on such conditions as may be agreed upon.
4d2 EXTENT OUTSIDE THE STATE

The State Burcau of Inter-Library Loan may enter into any scheme of
inter-state library loan or international library loan as may be agreed upon by
the participating States and the Central Government.
4d3 REPORT

A report of the wotking of the State Bureau of Inter-Library Loan shall be
incorporated in the Annual Report of the State Librarian.

4e StaTE BrsLioGRAPHICAL Buaeau

The State Service Libtary may maintain 2 State Bibliographical Bureau.
4e1 COLLABORATION WITHIN THE STATE

The State Bibliographical Bureau may admit iato the scheme of its work
other agencies such as the Department of the Government and Educational and
Learned Bodies in the State.
4e2 COLLABORATION OUTSIDE THE STATE

The State Bibliographical Bureau may collaborate with similar bureaus
or agencies of the other States and of the Central Government, and undertake
such bibliogeaphical work as may fall to its share by mutual agrecrent amoag
the participating buteaus and agencies.

4e3 REPORT
A report of the working of the Bibliographical Buteau shall be incor-
porated in the Annual Report of the State Librarian.

4f StaTE BuREAU OF TECHNICAL SERVICE

A State Burcau of Technical Service may be maintained by the State Ser-
vice Library fot centralised technical services, such as acquisition, classification,
and cataloguing of books for the Public Libraries, and such Outlier Libraries as
aze willing to join the scheme on such conditions as may be ageeed upon.
4f1 COLLABORATION

The Bureau of Technical Service may collaborate with similar bureaus of
other States and of the Central Government, and undertake such technical work
as may fall to its share by mutual agreement with the participating bureaus,
42 rEPORT

A report of the working of the Bureau of Technical Service shall be in-
corporated in the Annual Report of the State Libmrian,
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5 Use, Standard, Report
51 ADMISSION 10 PusLiC LIBRARY

No Charge shall be made for admission to a Public Library provided by a
Local Library Authoity, or in case of a lending library, for borrowing there-
from by the inhabitants of the area of such Local Library Authority, but the
Authority may, if it thinks fit, grant loan from a lending library to persons not
being inhabitants of its arcas cither gratuitously or for payment.

52 Lrerary Rutzs
Subject to the provisions of this Act and the Rules made thereunder by the
State Library Authority, a Local Library Authority may frame Library Rules,

521 Por regulating the use of the Public Libraries uader its control, the contents
thereof and the admission of the public thereta ;

52b For protecting the Public Libraries and the fumiture and contents thereof from
misusc, injury or destruction ;

52 For requiring any guarantee ot tecurity from any person usiag the Public
Library and against the loss or injury to any books or other article ; and

52d For enabling the officers and servants of the Local Library Authority to exclude
ot remove from the premises of the Public Library, any person offending  against
the provisions of this Act, or the Rules made thereunder by the State Library
Authoriy ot the Library Rules.

53 OFFENCES AND PUNISHMENT

Any person,
53a Who, in 2 Public Library or other institution maintained under this Act, acts
to the annoyance or disturbance of eny person using the same, behaves in 2 dis-
orderly manaer, or uses violent, abusive language ; and
53b Who, after proper waming, pessists in remaining therein beyond the hours fixed
for closing, shall be liable 10 be excluded or removed forthwith from the pre-
mises and shall also be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding ten rupess.
53c An offence committed under the above sections of this Act shall be triable in
the manner provided from summary teial by Chapter XII of the Code of Cri-
minal Procedure of 1898.
54 INSPECTION
The State Librarian or any person authorised by him in this behalf, may
inspect any Public Library ot other instirutions maintained by a Local Library
Authority for the putpose of satisfying themselves whether the purposes of the
Act are being properly fulfilled.
55 PubLic BxnqQuirRy
It shall be competent for the State Library Authority to hold a public ea-
quiry for the purpose of exercising any of their powers or performing any of
their duties under this Act in respect of a Local Library Authority,
56 REPRESENTAYIONS OF THR LOCAL LrsRARY AUTHORITY
A copy of the report of any public enquiry shall be furished to the Local
Library Authority concerned and the -rep ions of such Authority, If
any, shall be considered befote taking any action on the report,
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57 Reronts, Reryrns, Etc

A Local Library Authority shall send such reports and returns and furnish
such information to the State Libratian of any person authorised by him in this
behalf, as it may require for the putpose of the exercise of its functions under
chis Act.
58 REPORT

A report of the progress made by the Local Bodies in tegard to the work-
ing of this Act together with a list of the Local Library Authorities showing
the number of Central Libraries, Branches, Travelling Libraries, and Service Sta-
tions, maintained by them and such other information as may be prescribed by
the Rules made by the State Library Authority in this bebalf, shall be incorpora-
ted in the Annval Report of the State Librarian.
6 Finance and Accounts
6a Lizrary CEss

With eflect from the date of commencement of this Act,
6at A Library Cess in the form of a surcharge oa
1 Tax on lands and buildiags ,
2 Tax on eatry of goods into the local area for consumption, use ot sale therein ;
3 Tax on vchicles ; and
4 Tax on professions, trades, callings snd employments,
shall be levied in the area within the jurisdiction of every City Library Autho-
tity under the relevant laws relating to Local Bodies providing for the levy of
such taxes, at the rate of three paise for every rupee, or such other rates as may
be determined by the Government from time to time, at the tequest of the Local
Library Authority concerned.
6a2 A library cess in the form of a surcharge on tax on lands and buildings
shall be levied in the atea within the jurisdiction of every District Library Au-
thority, uader the relevant laws relating to Local Bodies providing for the levy
of such tax at the rate of three paise for every rupee, or such other rates as may
be determined from time to time, at the request of the Local Libraty Authority
concerned.
6b Mope or CoLLECTION
The cess levied under Section 6al and 6a2 shall be collected by the muai-
cipal corporation, municipal council or other municipal body, or the village
panchayat or other local body, haviag jurisdiction over the atea as if the cess
wete a tax referred to in the said section payable under the relevant laws for the
time being in force in the area, and all the provisions of the said laws relating
to the levy and collection of the said tax shall apply subject to such modifications
as may be prescribed.
6c Parvent or CoLLECTED CBSs
The cess collected under Section 6b by every local body shall be paid to
the City Library Authority or the District Library Authority, as the case,may be.
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6d GOVERNMENT GRANT TO DIsTRICT LIBRARY AUTHORITY OF A PORTION OF
Lanp RevenNuE
6d1 The Government shall make anoually a grant to every District
Library Authority of an amount equal to theee per cent of the land revenue collec-
tion of the district.
6d2 The amount granted to a District Library Authority, uader Section
6d1, shall be credited to the District Library Fund at such times and in such
manner as may be prescribed.
6D3 Land Revenue collection of 2 district for the purpose of Section
6d1 shall mean:
6d31 Until the revisi ! of land revenue under the State
Land Revenue Act, the land revenue determined on the basis of the average land
tevenue collection of the district for a period of three years preceding the date of
such determination; and
6d32 Afterthe d ination of land oa the basis of the afore.
said revision settlement, the land reveaue collected during the year preceding the
year for which the grant is made.

6e Crry AND DistricT LsraRY Funps
6el Every City Libracy Authority and District Library Authority shall
maintain a Fuad called the City Library Fund and the District Library Fund, as
the case may be from which all its payments under this Act shall be met.
6¢2 Thete shall be credited to the City Library Fund and the Disteict
Library Fund, as the case may be, the following sums:
6c21 The cess collecied under Section 6b ;
6¢22 The grant under sub-section of Section 6d ;
6¢23 Contributions, gifts, acd income from endowments, made to the Library Au-
thority for the bencfit of public libraries 3
6c24 Grant which the Central G or the Smre G may make;
and
625 Punds and other amounts collected by the Local Library Authority under
rules or bye-lsw made under this Act.
63 The capital expenditure needed by a Local Library Authority for the
1 Purchase of any site needed for buildings ;
2 Brection of buildings ; and
3 Provision of fittings and fumiture
should not ordinarily be met except out of the graat, received from Central
Gowernment,
6f StaTe Lisrary Funp

6f1 The State Library Authority shall maintain & Fund called the State
Library Fund from which all its payments under this Act shall be met.
6f2 There shall be credited to the State Library Fund the following sums:
6f21 Grants made by the Government to the State Library Authority to perform
the dutics entrusted to it ;
62 Grants which the Centrsl Govemnment may make for libmry purposes ot &
part of the sum received from the Centes! Govemnment as per the Recommends-
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tion of the Financc Commission (provided in Sec 280 of the Constitution of
India) which the State Government may set apart for library purposes ;

623 Contributions and gifts made to the State Library Authority ; and

624 Funds and other amounts coliected by the State Library Authority under the
rules or byc-laws made undce this Act.

6f3 The State Government shall utilise 2 portion of the sum reccived from the
Central G as per the dation of the Finance Commission (pro-
vided in Sec 280 of the Constitution of India) for distribution to the Local Library
Authority as grant for their aapital expenditure, in the light of the demand and
of practicability.

6g ACCOUNTS

6g1 An account shall be kept of the receipts and expenses of the State
Library Authority and of each City Library Authority and District Library
Authority.

6g2 The accounts shall be open to inspection, and shall be subject to
audit, disallowance and surcharge and shall be dealt with in all other respects
in such manner as may be prescribed.

7 Rules and Bye-Laws
71 Power 10 MARE RuLes

The State Government may, after previous publication, by notification,
make rules to carry out the purposes of this Act.
72 Provisions 1N THE RuLEs

In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power,
such rules may provide for,

722 The method of election or nomination of members to the Srate Library Au-
thority, the Local Library Authorities, the Branch Library Commiteces and the
Village Service Library Committees ;

72b The maintenance of a State Library Fund and the City and District Library

Funds ;
72c The administration, inspection and g/ of the State Service Library ;
72d The maintenance of accounts by the State Library Authority and the Local
Library Authoritics and the publication of audited of and

the audit repors ;
72 The grants-in-aid to aided libmries and the standards to be maintained by such
librarics ;
72f The maintenance of State Registers of Libraries, and of Librarians ;
72g The constitutions of committees by the State Library Authority and the Local
Library Authoritics ; and
72h The restrictions and conditions subject to which the State Library Authority
or 2 Local Library Authority may entee into contracts, or acquire, hold or dispose
of property.
73 ArrrOVAL OF THE RuLBs
Every rule made under this Act shall, as soon as may be after if is made,
be laid before each House of the State Legislature while it i¢in session for s total
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period of thirty days, which may be comprised in one session or in two or more
sessions and if before the expiry of the session in which it is 80 laid or the sessions
immediately following, both Houses agrce in making any modification in the rule
or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall theseafter
have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be;
however, that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice
to the validity of anything previously done under that rule.
74 PowER OP STATE LIBRARY AUTHORITY AND LOCAL LIBRARY AUTHORITIES TO

MAKE BYe-LAws

742 The State Library Authority and every Local Library Authority,
may, subject to the provisions of this Act and the Rules made thereunder and
with the previous sanction of the Government, by notification, make bye-laws
generally to carry out the purposes of this Act.

74b  In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
power, such bye-laws may provide for all or any of the following matters,
namely,

74b1 The admission of the public to the public libraries under the
conteol of the State Library Authority or the Local Library Authority, as the
case may be, subject to such conditions as may be specified in such bye-laws,
provided that no fees shall be charged for such admission;

74b2 The manner in which a book or any other property of such
libraries may be used and the protection of such property from injury, misuse,
destruction, or loss;

74b3 The guarantee of a rate-payer of the locality or security deposit,
ifany, which may bave to be furnished by a person desiring to use such libraries,
against injury to, or misuse, destruction, or loss of a book or any other property
of such libraries; and

74b4  The authority to be execcised by the officers and servants of the
State Library Authority or the Local Library Authority, as the case may be, for
the purpose of exclusion or removal from any such libraty of any person who
contravenes of does not comply with any provisions of this Act or any rule or
bye-law made thereunder,

74c  Every bye-law made under this section shall be subject to the condi-
ton of previous publication for a period of not less thaa thirty days, and
such publication shall be in the official Gazette of in such other manner as
may be prescribed.

74d The Goverameat may by notification modify or cancel any bye-law
mede by the State Library Authority or a Local Library Authotity under this
section, provided that before modifying or cancelling any bye-law, the Govern~
ment shalt give the State Library Authority or the Local Library Authority con-
cerned a reasonable opportunity to make its represcntations in the marter.
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75 Powsa OF STATE LrBRARY AUTHORITY AND LoCAL LisrAry AvTHORITIES
TO MAKE LIBRARY RuLes
75a The State Library Authority and every Local Library Anthority,
may, subject to the provisions of this Act and the Rules and the Bye-laws made
thereunder, make library rules to regulate the use of their respective libraries.
75b In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the fore-
going power, such library rules may provide for all or any of the following
matters, namely,
75b1  The days and hours of keeping the library open for public use; and
75b2 The proceduse and conditions to be complied with, for a pet-
son to be enrolled as a member of the library, in order to get the privilege of
taking out books from the library for reading outside the library premises,

8 Miscellaneous
81 OFPENCES AND PENALTIES

Whoever,

81a In a public library or other institution maintained under this Act,
acts in any maaner likely to cause annoyance or disturbance to any person using
such library or institution, or behaves in 2 disorderly manner or uses violent or
abusive language in any such library or institution; and

81b After due warning persists in remaining therein beyond the hours
fixed for closing, shall be liable to be removed from such library or instirtion
and shall also be punishable with fine which may extend to rupees ten and for
2 second or subsequent offence with fine which may extend to rupees fifty.

82 ControL OF LOCAL LIBRARY AUTHORITIES BY GOVERNMENT
822 If, at any time, it appears to the Government that a Local Library
Authority has failed to perform its fuactions ot has exceeded or abused any of
the powers cooferred upon it by or under this Act, the Government may com-
municate the particulars there of to the Local Library Authority and if the Local
Library Authority omits to remedy such failure, excess or abuse or to give an
explanation which in the opinion of the Government is satisfactory within such
time as the Government may fix in this behalf, the Governmeat may supersede
the Local Library Authority for such period as the Government may direct,
82b If a Local Library Authority is superseded,
82b1 All the powers and duties of the Authority shall during the period of super
session, be exercised and performed by such person or pemons as the Govem-
ment may from time to time sppoint in this behalf ;
82b2 Al property vested in the Local Library Authority shall duriag the period of
p vest in the G ; and
82b3  On the expiry of the period of supersession, the Local Libeary Authority shall
be reconstituted In the manner provided in this Act.
83 LiaprLrry oF MeuMBERS FOR Loss, WASTE, OR MIsappLICATION
832 Every member of a Local Library Authority shal] be personally lisble
for the loss, waste, or misapplication of any money or other propegly of the
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Authority to which he has been a party or which has been caused or facilitated
by his misconduct or neglect of his duty as a member,

83b If after giving the member or members concerned a reasonable
opportuaity for showing cause to the contrary the State Librarian is satisfied
that the loss, waste, or misapplication of any money or other property of the
Local Library Authority is 2 direct consequence of misconduct ot neglect on his
or their part, the State Librarian shall, by ordet in writing, disect such member
or members to pay to the Local Library Authority before a specified date, the

quired to reimb it for such loss, waste, or misapplication.

83c If the amount is not so paid, it shall be recoverable asan arrear of
land revenue,

83d An appeal shall lie from the decision of the Librarian to the State
Revenue Appellate Tribunal within such period as may be prescribed and the
decision of the State Revenue Appellate Tribunal on such appeal shall be fina.

84 MEuBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF LIBRARY AUTHORITIES TO BE PUBLIC SERVANTS
Every member of the State Library Anthority or a Local Library Authority
and every officer and servant employed under such Authority shall be deemed to
be a public servant within the meaniag of Section 21 of the Indian Penal Code.
85 SAVINGS OF VALIDITY OF ACTS AND PROCEEDINGS
No act done, or proceedings taken under this Act, shall be questioned
merely on the ground,

852 Of any vacancy or defect in the itution of say Authority or aay C
thereof ; or

85b Of any defect or irregularity in such act orp dings not affecting the merits
of the case.

86 ProvisioNs ReLaTiNG 7O SuITs, ETC

86a No suit or other legal proceedings shall be instituted against the
State Library Authority or a Local Library Authority of any of its officers or any
person acting under its direction until the expiration of two months nextafter
notice in writing shall have been delivered or left at the office of the Authority
or at the place of abode of such officer or person; such notice shall state the
cause of action, the relief sought, in the amount of compensation, if any claimed,
and the name and place of abode of the inteading plaintiff.

86b No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against the Government,
the State Librarian, the State Library Authority, or a Local Library Authority,
or any member, officer, servaat, or ageat of such Authority acting under its direc-
tion, in respect of anything done or intended to have been done lawfully and in
good faith under this Act or any Rule, bye-law, or order made thereunder.
87 Power 7o RBMOVE DIFFICULTIES

If any difficulty arises, in giving eflect to the provisions of this act, the
State Government may, by order, make such provisions as appear to it to be
necessary or expedient for removing the difficulty.
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9 Possible Additional Section
According to the conditions prevailing in a Constituent State, it may be
necescary for the Act to have additional sections, bearing on those conditions.
For example,
92 It may have 1o provide for the conversion of an existing library—Private or State
owned—into the State Scrvice Library ;
9b It may have to convert steaightaway some existing libraties in Citics or Districts
into their respective Central Libraries ;
9¢ It may haveto amend, with the previous sanction of the Central Govemment,
the Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, so far s its application to the
Constituent State in question is concemed ; and
9d Tt may have to repeal some of the existing Acts of the State with any necessary
proviso.
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