Labour, Land and Rice Production

Women’s Involvement in Three States

K Saradamoni

The underlying pli

in many

dies which

the situation of agricultural labour is that the male

worker is the main breadwinner and the sole supporier of women and children. This study which examines the
involvement of women—both labourers and landowning—in rice production in three states, Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal finds that their contribution is neither marginal nor insignificant. Through their work, knowledge
and skills both categories of wormen make crucial coniributions (o the production and processing of rice as well
as to household expenditure. They are aiso aware of technological changes and influence their acceptance or
rejection. But in order that their role be recognised many concepts and definitions including those of work,
employment, wages, earnings, eic, have to be revised,

LAND and labour are well acknowledged
factors of ion. Bul the most ¢

practice is to treat labour as abstrac® or
newtral (which may dbe equated to malej, and
land as static {ignoring the changes in its
character over time).! [n this paper we |n-

each in Kerala and Tamil Nadu, and cight
in West Bengal. An idea of the regional
spread of the villages can be had from
table A. About 48 women lnbourcn and

catile tending, weeding, etc. . " (p 39). These
obscrvations arc very largely repeated i1n the
Rural Labour Commitiee Report (1963-64)
of the ministry of labour. “It js the cconomic
i more than any other considera-

10-15 women from land
from each vnllnge formed our rcspondcn(s

troduce gender and class and
women's—both labourers and land-
owning—involvemenl in rice production in
the states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal. These two calcgorics of women have
one thing in common. viz, their work is not
revognised, and it often goes uncounted and
unrecorded. At the same time their interest
in and contribution to rice production are
not the same. This is mainly determined by
their relation to land while most of the
labourers are landless, the women in the
land-owning households do enjoy some ac-

vess 1o land and produce and control over
labour even when they do not have any de

They d 10 different religions, castes

and tribes. The majority were married and

came under the age group 26 to S0. The

number of unmarried women as rupondems
dq

tion, which motivates women in rural arcas
10 seck employment for wagus. It is, there-
fore, but natural that such women are drawn
from the poorer strata of the rural sociely
comprising mostly the landless agricultural
labour h holds. Although ploy

was more in Kerala. The
widows in both the categories, most of
whom lived with adult working sons and
their families. There were some—parti-
cularly in Kerala—who Jived along with
adult working daughters. In the case of some
landowning women it was found that mar-
ried daughter and family lived with the
mother. A third group of widows was found
to be living with small children or unem-
ployed adull children, thus adding to their

y. We had d who were

Jure right over land. What is p d in this
paper are some of the important findings of
a bigger study.” The objectives of which
were modest —the immediate and important
among them was to “fill in a substantial gap
in the data base on women's economic ac-
tivities, and document the contribution ol
women 1o the production of rice at dilferent
stages”

During the course of this study we had
1o go beyond the strict objectives laid down
in the resrarch proposal.’ The responses we
received as well os our own observations
have helped in widening our perspective.
Among the main arguments put forth in this
paper are (i} women's involvement in rice
production is not marginal or insignificant;
women labourers’ vontribution is crucial
bolh for rice prcducuun and houschold

(i) ) of women
{abourers and thereby labour as a wholc ex-
ists i very many ways and it varies between
regions, (iit) women from land- owmng
houscholds contribute to the and

divorced' as well as thasc who werc
deserted by husband. A very small number
of our respondents lived alone. The number
of cases under each of the above description
was lesser among the women in the land-
owning households. The dilference between
the two categories of households became
clearly marked when it came to educaliona}
levels of d and other

the houschold, and also the availability of
a regular income.*

‘What has this study brought to life about
women’s life and work? This would be bet-
ter undersiood if we pause for a while and
examine the obsenvations of some others. To
begin with, let us sec what two of the major
reports on agricultural labour have said.
Relerences 1o women labourers are made in
more than one place in the Second Agri-
cultural Labour Enquiry Committee Report
{1960), gist of which is containcd in the
following: “A distinct feature of agricultural

processing of rice in a much bigger way than
vndersiood and (iv) both categories of
women are aware of technological changes,
and play a role in accepting or rejecting
innovalions.

Before proceeding, a brief description of
the siudy area and respondents is necessary.
Ficld work was undertaken in 28 villages, 10
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y isthep of women
and children as wage carners. While such
employment is often resorted to for sup-
plementing family income, it is (0 an extent
a contributory facior to low wage levels of
adult male agriculiural workers. Employ-
ment of women is generally confined to par-
ticular agricullural operations such as
transplanting. Children are d for

in agriculture is in itself scasonal, the
employment of women is all the more
sporadic as they were generally tied to
housechold chores and take up employment
mainly to supplement the income of the
household’’ Shortage of space docs not per-
mil us to cnter into discussion on remarks
as given above. However it is necessary to
add thal such remarks are nol restricted to
government reports. Even “progressive”
social scientists have expressed such S,
which reflect both ignorance of and attitude
towards poor people's life. Unfortunately
these views have influenced the formation
of definitions and concepts. Qur observa-
tions which are different are not the result
of a lapse of nearly two decades.® The
underlying assumption in all the above
observations is that the male agricultural

TABLE A: STATE AND DISTRICTWISE
DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES STUDIED

Number of
Villages
Studied

State District

Kerala Palghat
Trichur
Alleppey
Malappuram
Cannanore
Trivandrum
Kanyakumari
Chingleput
Thanjavur
South Arcot
Tirunclveli
Madurai
Birbhum

24 Parganas
Purulia
Bardhaman

Tamil Nadu

‘West Bengal
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labour s tAe real worker, breadwinner and

n k doubl!ul whether the linkage of

supporter of women and child: Our posi-
tion and observations are different.

We hold the view thalt women labourers
are performing some of the crucial tasks in
rice cultivation. While women in large
numbers arc engaged in the production and
processing of rice, we did not find a rigid
sexual division in these tasks. [n lnmplln-
wlion and ding. two tasks ly

agri life and work to ex-
ternal

1 4 d by
rescarchers and policy makers.®

Yet another point that merits our atten-
tion is the status of labourers as permanent
as against casual, and landless versus those
with some marginal size land under their
control. We did not find anywhere perma-

ascribed to women we found interesting
regional variations in what women and men
did or did not do. There are villages where
only women did these tasks, while in some
villages men also did these tasks. In some
places men who did these works were made
fun of as engaging in female 1asks. In some
women plant the seedlings pulted out by
men. However we do not agree 1o the view
that women are engaged in less strenuous
tasks. Transplantation is a highly skitled and
strenuous task, and women have acquired
the skill and strength passed down through
generations. Coming to harvesting a task
which benefits the labourers most, because
of the kind payment, we found more clear-
cut regional variations in sexual division
and/or “co-operation”. In some villages in
Thlnjlvur district only pairs of women and
men’ were toyed, thus discrimi

nent | s like the old agrestic slaves
whose life was under the master’s control in
every sense. Majority of our respondents
were casual labourers. Others came under
varying types of permanent relati ip with
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work and carninigs they actually get. Women
in the unorganised sector are paid lower
wages everywhere. In rice farming 100 those
tasks specifically treated as women's work
get lower wages. In the cases described
above, where women and men share work
and camings cven if women’s work is made
visible, their earnings would remain sub-
merged. Such camings would go as male
eamings. We cannot say whether this joint
payment is higher of lower than what women
and men would together get if they were paid
sepmu:ly This, and also why this kind of

are more p in certain

the employer.® Wages given o permanent
fabourers are slightly less than what is
gencrally given to casual labourers. But the
former has an if the has

regions arc areas which need further prob-
ing. In all probability we can presumne that
(h:y are getuing less than two independent

work. They can also get small loans without
interest. They ace also preferred when there
is *domestic’ work or other work ncarer
home, and for which payment at least partly
would be in food. Where do women come
in this? It is dif ficult 10 answer this correcily
because our knowledge about women's entry
into labour market is limited. We found a
few cases where husband is a casual labourer
and wife permanent or vice versa. We found
cases where husband becomes a permanent
lab and wife works for the same

against women without adult male members
in the household who would go for har-
vesting. In some of the villages in the
southern parts of Kerala and nearby villages
in Tamil Nadu, women are not employed in
harvesting. As we go to the northern parts
of Kerala harvesting becomes a near mono-
poly of women. One of our findings which
has to be reported here is that what we
usually refer to as harvesting is a combina-
tion of several tasks like reaping or cutting
the stocks of paddy, bundling them, carry-
ing them to the threshing yard, threshing and
winnowing. Then there is measuring and
storing of grain, and also stacking of hay
which can also include tasks like loosening
and drying.

There is wide variation beciween villages
as to how these are treated and also how
payments are made. [n many places reaping
and bundling upto winnowing are treated as
one work. In one of the villages in Thchur

employer without entering into any contract.
A recent study in one of the Tamil Nadu
districts, which also is our ficld area reports
that "*in practice the padiyal’s wife docs all
the non-agricultural work required of him
for no additional payment". The same report
pointed out that in one village the padiyal's
wife was d to do the ding, trans-

Whilc gendes discrimination can-
not be disputed in such cases, we cannot
ignore the class axploitation behind these
practices.

Our ficld work brought to light ather
aspects 100 which need fresh understanding.
One is the prevalence of some kind of
tenurial relationship between labourers and
landowners. The practice of labour house-
holds taking some land on some kind of
share-cropping basis is in voguc in Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal though it was nat
observed in Kerala. The size of land leased
in as well as the tenurial agrecroents were not
the same everywhere. In one of the Than-
javur villages many labourers had leased in
33 cents of paddy ficlds (100 cents = 1 acre)
on tenancy basis (50:50 share-cropping). The
land belonged 1o the temple and it was
pnrccllcd and leased out by the managing
In Ching) district some

planiation and harvesting in the jandowners’
field as part of the padiyal's contractual
agrecment.'® Onc cannot say that there is
sexual division of labour in such situations.

Another case of exploitation to which
agricultural labourers in general and women
in particular are subjected 1o is when
women and men work jointly. In one of the
Thanjavur vitlages we found the women cut-
ting the ripened crop and making bundles
early in the moming. The men get up slowly,
and carry the bundies to the threshing yard.
‘Wome come back and help in threshing and
wmnowlng They do not wait till the grain
is d and wages given, as they have

district in Kerala women lab

carrying the bundles to create work for ‘their
menfolk who are facing severe unemploy-
ment. In one of the villages in Alleppey
district in Kerala the situation is different.
This arca has witnessed strong. militant
unionism. Due to increasing labour costs
and strong unionism, landowners have
shifted the threshing yards nearer to the
fields and this has put an end to work like
carrying reaped paddy. Very ofien sale of
paddy and straw also take place there itself.
pue 1o these and other reasons our villages
in this district showed the lowest employ-
ment for the individual worker. Somctimes
a labourer got work for less than an hour.

10 rush to make small purchases and cook
for the night. Women's work was more "in-
visible” in West Bengal than in the other two
states. We have not been very successful in
breaking the veil of "invisibility” though
contrary to what city friends had informed
us we found large number of hard working
wom:n They did not—at least in our
ter into with
but fulﬁllcd husband’s contractual obliga-
tions, and to repay loans. However the big-
gest number was casual labourers. These
practices influcnce ideas about women's
work and carnings, how the society and
women themselves peicecive them, and the

labourers had leased in two acres of ficld,
and in some cases it went up to three acres,
The tenurial agreements can be based on
alvaram (twenty-five per cent of the produce
to the labourers and the rest to the owner
of the land) or varam (50:50). In this case
if the landowncrs provide water from the
tubewells installed by them their share can
80 upto 67 per cent. Here also questions
like who benefits more, the labourer or land-
owner, where are such arrangements more
prevalent and reasons for thst rcroain
unanswered in our study. The traditional
labour has a hunger for land and even,a
small plot, if there is no calamity, brings a
few bags of grain and hay into the house-
hold. A few among them are also able to
save a bit to buy a cow or pair of oxen or
buffalo. The landowner, on the other hand
is free to withhold the lcasc after one harvest,
and the same land is not given to the same
labourers for long. This enables them to have
labour whenever they want. The labourers
will not have sufficient land and their accoss
to resources like credit, water, etc, remains
limited if not absent. Wage work remainsthe
nssun:d source of income (or them. These

labour h holds can make
any small gain from agricalture only if the
women and children take part in the produce
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tion process at all stages. Kalyan Dutt, while
writing on production reiations in agri-
culture has pointed out that it was in the in-
terest of the capitalist landowner to see that
the labourer has a plot of iand which would
not meet even their subsistence re-
quirements.”! According to him women and
children have specific skill and role.
Another observation to be noted here ia
that changes are happening in the mode of
payment. Already shift from kind to moncy
payment has taken place in many parts. We
found that a kind of contractual system of
payment was being introduced in some
places. For example, wages per acre would
be fixed for transplantation, and for weeding
it would be so many paise per bundle or so
many rupees per acre. For the labourers the
tempuation would be to work more and
make higher earmings. ﬂuwcver, this can
bring about changes in sexual division of
work, and also reduce the number of
labourers needed. This will have grave reper-
cussions on the labour houscholds which
face wntermittency of work even now. This
is a pont which has not received due atten-
tion. It 1s common (o characterise agricul.
tural Jabourer’s work as “seasonal”, which
cannot fully convey what it means to have
work for a few days followed by short or
tong spells without work, and the same
repeated mgain. Despite the differences
observed caslier (landiess and marginai, per-
manent and casual) all agncultural labourers
face this intermittency in the availability of
work Avatlable literature on agricultural
Isbour does not throw useful light on this
situation and how they cope with it.
Though the main thrust of our study was
women’s involvement in nce cultivation we
attempted to collect information on other
work they did either along with agricultural
work or otherwise. Rouuine work in the
household commaonly known as “domestic
chores” was eft out. Our data cannot claxm
to be complete. However, the findings are in-
teresting. Qurs respondents in all the villages
were engaged 1n a variety of work which
brought kind or cash benefits to the house-
hold. By and large it can be said that the
addinonal work that these women got de-
pended upon the natural endowments of the
region. For our 1 dents in
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is used to feed them, and the rest sold.
Breaking stones, making stone chips, carry-
ing them, sand, etc—usually called head
load work, working at construction sites are
other work available to some. The regional
difference in the work available is signifi-
cant. Collection of fish, crabs and snails,
edible leaves and flowers, making of cotion
quuts (kentha) are certan items of work only
women from West Benga! villages marked.
Whereas multiple crop regions offered more
of “‘extra-work"* primarily nce growing arcas
could offer much less of such kind of work.
Though these works have a major role in
maintaining the labour households in the
unenviable state in which they exist they are
1gnored by the official data collecting system
because they do not always fit 1nto the ac-
cepted definition of “employment'.

Before closing this discussion we have to
take nate of some disturbing develapments
that are closing these avenues which give ex-
tra work to the women labourers. They
include the impact of new regulations,
modernisation, urbanisation, technalogical
changes and the resultant ethos about style
of living. When tiles and concrete replace
grass and palm leal mats as roofing material,
some amount of work available to the poor
and particularly women are reduced. Perma-
nent compound walls instead of annual
fencing, plastic goods in the place of tradi-
tional baskets and other items are other ex-
amples. No cffective intervention to reduce
the hardship in the insecure life of the
respondents is possible if we do not even
recognise the contribution these women
make to their househaolds and to the society.
Pranab Bardhan is one economist who noted
this kind of work Yet he concluded that "in
spite of all this glaring sources of under-
numreraton, it 1s probably correct to say that
the extent of Jabour force participation by
women in West Bengal is significandy below
that of men. "' If we accept that women
like our respondents are constantly secking
work (paid or unpaid) which somehow helps
their houscholds, what should be the next
step—~to fit that work into current defini-
tions or look for new definitions?

Land, other variable assumes greater im-
portance when we come to the landowning
h holds. it has to be mentioned that our

Purulia district in Wes1 Bengal went to the
nearby [orest and collected kendu tcaves, lac
and other forest produce. This is not possi-
ble for women in those villages where there
are no forest nearby, where woods and
forests are destroyed or where the use of
common property has been resiticted by
local bodies or statc government. Cowdung
collection and dung cake making, grass cut-
ting and firewood collection are the most
common work these women found. Both
cowdung cakes and firewood serve as fuel
in own house and can also be sold. If the
Isbour houschold has a cow or any other
animal, part of the grass the women collect
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land-owning respondents were not a homo-
geneous group. The size of land owned/ope-
rated, where they are located, whether they
are irrigated or not and what crops arc
grown as well as the presence of persons who
bring non-agricultural regular income make
significant differences bcotween these
households, which are refllected in the life
of the women in them. A grave mistake has
been entered into our understanding of the
“upper-caste and upper-class’” women in
India who are said to be not doing any
agricultura) work, particularly manual work.
Many of our respondents, while answering
about their occupation said that they were

‘housewives” A small number gave “agri.
culture”” s their occupanon. Some including
a muslim respondent in Kerala replied
‘housewife and supervision of agnicultural
work". Two of our respondents from Kerals,
one Nambudiri and one Nair (both high
castes) were teachers in adduion (o being
housewife and cultivator. One of the
methods by which data was collected from
these women was by asking them to note
down their day-to-day work in paddy
cultivation in note books The other was by
asking them to mark against the items of
work listed 1n a printed diary Though we
could not enthuse atl women (o keep written
diaries, some of the available ones arc very
nteresting and contain rich matenal Thaose
women who wrote the diarics did not con-
fine themselves to paddy work alone The
varieties of tasks a paddy growing area
generally have, and also the order of prionity
in women's munds get reflected in these
diaries. Tamil Nadu diaries gave a fasci-
naung picture of the respondent’s knowiedge
about cultivation and thewu concern and par-
ticipation They have shown a lenderness to
paddy crop and fields almost similar 10 what
they would show to their own children
Many of them visited 1he fields more than
once, everyday, checked water level and ad-
justed 1t if necessary They undersiood the
need to be careful both when water was
scaree, and when pumpsets involving clee
tricity consumption and hence payment were
used. Apart from supervising the work done
by the labourers many af 1hem worked along
with the labourers Notings like “extracted
good work [from the labourers™ was not
uncommon 10 these diares.

It has to be made clear that we should nat
make any generalnations from thesc iand-
owning swomen’s involvement in nce produc
tion It shows significant regional vananons.
Apart from that, caste, ideas of “prestige
and 'status’, etc, aiso play a role in the ex
tent to which women of this class take part
in visible agricultural work. For example,
West Bengal diaries showed 2 marked im-
portance in “cobking and leeding” both
houschold members and labourers. Their
direct involvement with the work in the fields
was less than that of Tamil Nadu women.
Cooking apnears to take more time jn West
Bengal households T this included collec-
tion of vegetables and fish, then the nme
spent would be more. Women in Bengal
spent mare Lme in cattle care and looking
after poultry. However things are chunging.
A Brahman respondent informed us that she
was downg more work than what her mothet
did. Though thesc women did not visit the
fields daily, they knew what was going on
there. They knew their fabourers, and gave
instructions through the chief labourer.

It is not correct to stop at ‘upper-caste and
upper<class women do not work in Indis’
‘We have to ask, why and alsa what else do
they do? {n West Bengal, for example, cook-



ing and other work close to the house take
a lot of time Still we found a fow women
who sat near the threshing yard, after atten-
ding to all domestic work, and supervised
the opcrations 80 carefully that po grain was
lost. Stopping the practice of leeding the
labourers has in a pense reduced these
women's iovol vement in cultivation. It used
to give them a sense of participation (even
when they were not conscious of it} and they
used to know cverything that ook place in
the fleld through the {abourers. The same
happens when the size of land under the
control of the household gets reduced duc
to partition, or when the family decided to
sell lands. This was observed in Kerala where
mare than one respondent said that cost of
paddy cultivation was golng up and thas they
were not finding it attractive. Some planned
to sell the ficlds, or convert them to coconut
or banana gardens. In some places, rubber
cultivation has begun.'’ These changes
would affect both categories of women.
Some of the new crops do not requre as
many {emale labour as paddy does. Most of
the cash crops that substitute paddy do nol
need the care and attention that paddy
demands and this will reduce women’s in-
volvement in the production process and
aiso storage, sale, ¢ic.

Employer-labour relationship was not
focused in the main study. But from various
responses we received it was interesting to
note how opposite were the interests of these
groups. The labour respondents in general
welcomed the fixed timings of work now
followed, as opposed to the carlier practice

to the programmes for farmers broadcast
over the radio. The majority listened, but
most of them said that they did not follow
all suggestions and advice In answering
about the choice of a particular variety of
seed or why change of sceds was made bet-
ween crops, onc Kerala respondent said:

TASBLE 2: AVERAGE WEEKLY CONTRIBUTION BY
WOMEN AND MEN IN LANDLESS AGRICULTURAL
Lasour HOUSEROLDS

Village Code Average Weekiy Contribution
(Mcan) (Rs)

“When we sowed anly government app
varicties we had loss. Now we use both ap-
proved and non-approved varicties. During
this season we used four aew varicties. .
Brown hopper attacks the new varicties, but
yicid is hugh. .. Demand for labour

on weed and not on the variety of seeds.”
This single answer leaves us with quite a
variety of topics to probe. The respondents
like this woman were able (o answer without
consulting anyone. They knew a lot about
seeds and fertiliser. We cannot say that all
that they said about rejection of seeds is
“scientific”. However it is necessary for the
scientists 10 know how their research fin-
dings are received by the cultivators and
understand the logic behind them. Though
it may sound odd, we feel that these women
with vast experience in producing and pro-
cessing upto the stage of cooking and serv-
ing should be taken into confidence before
technological changes are offcred 1o them.
The Tamil Nady Women’s diaries showed
their knowledge of water management and
would certainly have some suggestions for
effective and less expensive methods of ir-
rigation. As our study did not have science
and technology as 8 component our findings

Women Men
101 19.16 1299
108 .10 2637
02 1143 8&m
10 14.32 16.97
103 14.39 11.04
104 10.81 9.84
106 1.42 317.44
2} 23.97 24.64
108 20.0% 14.06
109 28.10 15.29
24 9.1 6.20
219 13y 13.22
212 7.0 4.69
214 5.66 5.38
213 10.02 9.59
216 18.07 21.99
215 13.29 .29
217 18.04 3082
218 24.50 30.06
220 11.67 17.9%
21 10.93 12.51
322 9.43 10.87
323 19.07 14.05
324 5.2t 24.85
328 17.53 16.69
326 22.01 25.87
327 18.37 2090
328 8.09 32.02

TasLe I; Week1r CONTRIBUTION By RisrONDiNT AND Huseasn rowardDs Housthone
MAINTENANCE (LANDUESS Acute 017t kAL LABOLR HuUsEROIbY)

of the landowners calling the lab: s to
work even before the sun rose and kept them
ull the moon reached high up in the sky. A
number of women from the landowning
households lamented that they have lost
their old time control over workers. Surpris-
ingly even owners of small and marginal
holdings complained of “idleness” of
workers, and emphasised the need to work
along with labourers. On several occasions,
the need for ideological education and
debate became pronounced. At least the
women from labour and marginal and small
landed houscholds can know that they can
Mnd common grounds.

One area 1n which our respondents from
both caicgories agreed was in their matter
of fact atritude towards the techaological
changes that have come about in rice pro-
duction. The most significant of these
changes are in high yielding varicties of seed,
<hemical fertihsers, pesticides and to some
entent1n the Japanesc method of transplan-
ting. Gencerally science and technology come
as something which the ordinary people can-
not easily grasp and hence they create an im-
age of something supenior. That is somewhat
lacking here. Machines to weed and trans-
plant have not come in a big way as to
[righten the labourers. We had asked the
! i whether they listened

Village Code Maumum (Ry Minunum (Rs)
Respondent Husband Respondent Husbaud
10t 26.81 27.44 Q.19 0.00
105 30388 64.48 1.98 0.00
102 14.57 1438 4.79 ouo
110 2544 s4.31 594 0.0
103 3198 32.98 0.27 0.00
104 1153 18.89 228 0.00
106 28R2 7.7 0.56 0.00
w7 Mo 46.76 0.3s 0.00
108 2606 2909 7.1 0.00
1o RERT 41.63 9.2} 0.00
211 Ty 7.1 347 0.00
219 174 3232 299 0.00
212 1n.2g 9.09 115 0.00
214 L)) 10.38 1.92 0.00
212 15.30 19.08 4.69 0.00
216 29.03 29.2% 152 0.00
218 (LY A9 0.58 0.00
217 1764 32.09 49 0.00
2R KD 7157 8.23 0.00
20 2ol 3258 1.33 0.00
321 14.27 16.68 6.18 415
322 n 1505 4.7 0.00
323 20.37 15.02 14.85 0.00
324 23.02 J4.29 9.24 0.00
325 2334 .77 1.81 0.00
326 21.8} 19.36 12,94 12.59
327 25.04 n4 6.46 0.00
328 24.82 65.85 227 0.00
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in this regard are sketchy and tentative.
However we have enough evidence to sug-
gest this as an area for further research, and
future concern. Science and technology can-
not be neutral 1o social realities which in-
clude inequalities in wealth and income, as
well as opportunities and access to resources.
As such, in situations like ours which are
marked by harsh unemployment, labour
displacing tfechnologies should not find
place. Labour absorbing and skill upgrading
technologies should have high priority and
these should reach women. It is necessary
that a dialogue is initiated between
technologists and natura} scientists, social
scientists and women like our respondents,
and mechanisms through which information
and fced back would Mow regularly has to
be set up. Women's organisations have to be
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Notes

[This is a stightly modified verson of the paper
presented at the panel Women Pioperty and the
Houschold in the Ninth European Conference
on Modern South Asian Studies, July 910 12,
1986, a1 South Asia Institute of Heldelberg
University.)

1 Till sometime back land was considered 8
rmost precious item of property symbolis-
ing prestige and power. Customary practices
prevented transfer and alienation.
Emergence of notions of private propeny,
changing inheritance patterns and new
demands on land have resulted in turning
land into a mere commodity which can be
divided, transferred and sold. L.andowning
stitl yiclds power, but the changes that have
occurred have affecied bath the landawners
and the labourers as well as their inter-

entrusted with the ility of dissemi-
nating scientific findings and moniloring
their receplion/rejection.

To conclude, it is necessary 10 say that we
have come far from our starting point. But
our data demonstrate that women are not
outside the rice production system. Nor are
they supplementary earners in the houschold,
as the tables | and 2 show. Through their
work, knowledge and ability to manage the
process, both categories of women we have
dealt with are fuily involved in the produc-
tion of rice. For their work to be recognised,
many concepts and definitions including
work, employment, wages, earnings, contri-
bution, ctc, have 10 be renewzd. The method
of assessing work and fixing remuneration
has to be revised. [¢ is also necessary to assess
the volume of labour necessary for agricul-
ture and generate other emplayment for the
rest, as well as a second range of work for
those who remain in agricullure. Even a
casval look would suggest vast potential for
the development of animal husbandry inclu-
ding piggery, poultry and fish culture in West

~

“Women in Rice Cultivation”, a report
submitted (o the Indian Council of Socisl
Science Research (ICSSR).

Mecthodology of the study is not given in
this paper, as it has been explained in several
papers. Plcase refer: Saradamoni, K (with
Joan Mencher and Janaki Panikker):
“Women in Rice Cultivation: Some Research
Tools' in “*Studies in Family Planning", the
Population Council, New York, 1979,
Saradamoni, K {with Joan Mencher):
‘Muddy Feet, Dirty Hands: Rice Produc-
tion and Female Agricultural Labourers’,
Ecanamic and Political Weekly, Vol XVII,
PP A 149-167, 1982,

Though separation and descriion is marked
among the labour houscholds, divorce was
found noticeable in a mustim dominated
village in north Kerala.

w

>

“

for Development Studies, Trivandrum, 1980
tmimeo}, p 27.

Kalyan Dutt: ‘Production Relations In
Agriculture, with Special Reference 10
Andhra Pradesh’, in “Peasant Farming and
Growth of Capiwallsm in Indian Agri-
culture’, V V K Rao et al (ed). 1984,
pp 127-28.

Bardhan, P K: “Land, Labour and Rural
Poverty”, 1984, p 23.

It is unforrunate that the government of
Kerala, as well as.politicians and social
scientists have nol viewed with seriousness
the failing acreage under rice cultivarion as
well as the ficlds lefl uncultivated. The small
owners find it unprofilable to cultivate
paddy, and prefer to scli ihe fields or leave
them uncultivated. This is an issue which
needs immediate atiention in a food deficit
state like Kerala.

It would be interesting to know how many
small owners and labourers have left or are
trying to leave land and culiivation, their
traditional occupation, As this cannot be
seen as a simple matter of some people leav-
ing one accupation to another it has (o be
investigaied thoroughly.

N
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Shree Raj Travels and Tours
SHREE RAJ TRAVELS AND TOURS has
planned diversification into the hotel in-
dustry. It intends to build exccutive hotels
with all modern amenities in industrial cities
of India, having a population of five lakh
and over. To undertake this massive project
the intends to float a public timited

‘While many of our ing

had regular non-agriculiural income from

sources like teaching, business or employ-

ment in goverament and non-governmeni

sectors, the total number of persons who

have got a regular employment in the labour
holds is very small.

Bengal. The problem of rural employ
would be serious in Kerala, where an ero-
sion of agriculture-based work for the
labour has been taking place for quite some
time. Moreover 1o the traditional worker and
the landowner agriculture is no more an
attraction."! When we attempt all this
within a framework aimed al doing away
with i lity, oppression and i
it is natural that labourers, and particularly
women should have a stake in land and rice
production rather than being mere wage
ecarners. We say women, because women
have had a special function in rice produc-
tion which has made them skilled and equip-
ped for that. Anather reason is that they
bear the maximum brunt of rhe present
system, and cope with all the harshness that
follow a life of deprivation and insecurity
and yet remain oblivious to ali including
data collecting agencies. Instead of saying
“women and children reduce wage rates" we
have to say “without these women, their
households would not have survived™. Then
our whole vision would change.

on
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6 This argument was put forth by a former
director of the Central Statistical Organisa-
tion al the Golden Jubiles Symposium on
Women, Work and Society, Indian
Statistical Institute, New Delhi, September,

2.
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Earlier il was wife-husband team; now a
mother and adult son can also go as pairs.
Though agricultural labourer still remains
an i ing subject for e one

company under the name and style *Raj Ex-
ecutive Hotels" The formalities connected
with the public issue are being worked out,
according to Lali Shah, chairman and
managing director. Referring 10 the travels
and tours business, he said having made a
mark in outbound tourism, the company
was now also looking towards promoting
domestic tourism. From the summer of
1987, it planned to charter a full airbus from
Indian Airlines to transport the tourists at
convenient times from Bombay and Dethi
o Srinagar. The final 1ouches to this con-
cept were being given in consultation with
Indian Airlines. The target set this year was

does not come across much information on
how land reforms, changing crop pattern,
mechanisation, ¢tc, not to speak of
deveclopments not directly related to
agriculture on their life.

9 The classification of labourers into perma-
nent and casual labourers needs examina-
tion. We are yet to have details regarding
the advantages and disadvantages of being
a permanent labourer, why it Is more com-
mon In certain parts, and how and why

top 6.500 to Kashmir dur-
ing the peak tourist season of April to June.
The Department of Tourism, J and K State,
and the Kashmir Hotel and Restaurant
Association have hailed this new “revolu-
tion" in domestic tourism brought about by
Raj, and had offered facilitics like free land
o put up shamianas at Gutmarg, Sonmarg
and Manasbal, etc, to serve freshly cooked
hot, delicious food ta the tourists. As<hese
places are not geared up to provide hygieni-
cally p food. The ¢ any decided

some labourers leave permanent
and opt for upcertaln casual siatus.

10 T K Sundari: ‘Caste and the Rumal
Economy', Working Paper, No 130, Centre

{0 cater lo the tourists by serving Gujarati,
North Indian, South Indian and Chinese
cuisine specially prepared by selected chefs.
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